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In the mes ‘+t gtane the apa may die. — If it doe oh at changes 


BACK IN THE CHAIR AGAIN 


It’s been awhile since I’ve sat in the chair. Gh» I’ve still been 
collating and handina aut copies but “ve mot been in the seat 


where TIT am most visible be wou, the members of A-T. (CI’ve been ino) 


the backseat: $0 to speak.) Id like te thank Grea and Marty for. 


sitting in for me. They did it when Io needed it mest. Thanks! | 


New that Im back here, though, I see that the chair is tattered 
(through mot fault af theirs)? some springs are stickina out. 
Looks like it needs te be reupolstered. In fact. I think [°1l 


| rede corate the entire affirce 


in 


In tase rou’ve missed the intent of mr metaphor I“m referine te the: 
slimness of Gpa-Tech these rast issues. There seems Fa be a 
welling Pracrastination that’s resulting in minac and zine 

‘arriving Past the unofficial deadline. What are wd SUPPORed ta de 
about wt? T could rai} on at length aheut the condition bur at 
weuld da ona saad. Tirades do Vittle more than loosen the mortar on. 
the walls ther“re aimed at. Someone Just remortars after ther‘re 
Finished.) You can’t tirade canstantly. Same sussested that I 


send aut a front caver and a =hackcever as an issue. Perhaps an 


effective statement of the lateness of the zines. I couldnt da 


that, though. I settled for sending the arpa out late, a Personal — 


pratest. To those af vou that I inconvenienced I’m sarryr. 


At this roint Io sheauld stand. back and view Arpa-Tech from oa 


distance, pas go through several stages. In the besinning the 
Page count swelis. New reorple are Joining? the ara is vibrant. 


arawinga. The members are determinina the cantent and the mood of 
the new apa. In the next stage the vibrancy decreases sharply. At. 
this eoint some members quit hecause their reasons for Joining 
arent strona enough ta sive them the eneray ta keer contributing. | 
Same have just enough eneray te minac. FPeaele drop ard penple 
jcinm. The ara sets small. Ara~Tech is at this ‘stage. 2 


PecPle who are mow members want ta be in the ara, The be 
necessarily because it’s the in-thine te de but. that ait fill : 
need of theirs. They contribute on a resular bas is: Perhars aot a 


areat number of pages but a canstant stream. This is the stase of 
an apa that I like. Tt isnt as exciting oar vibrant as ain the: 


beginning but there now exists a backerounnd current that’ hee fess it 
imterestina and intriguing. | | | 


Apas cantinue toe aa through periods of highs and Ts > interest and 
disinterest. And alwayrs the old arhoarism apelie fs os you aniv get 
out of it what vou Put ints it. ! - 


If I could be objective then I would realize that Ara~Tech is only 
going through a phase and will grow again (I dent believe in the 


of vourselves. 


a@lternative.) It“s. tough though, when I held @ 0 page ish in my 


hands. (It makes it damned easy to-read. however. 3} 


t suesest that we all send A-T get well cards (that are several 


Page s lone.) 


Why isn’t A-T a sutspilling apa while others are? As I mentioned 
deride the mead of an arpa. I think hecause — 


earl Liens the member 


many of the members werent used to writing in an apa or otherwise 


res | 
they wrete about things that came easily: such ag comeuters ar beak 
peviews. Not emotions. I’ve been in sutspilling armas and IT prefer 


it this wavy. Gretchen’s fine puts it auite clearly. The Printed 


word is much stronger than the spoken word. Time has a way of 
making vour opinions tirades and uncampromisable statements oof | 


Truth. And because there are ma inflections oor body language to ga 
alana with vour words there is mo way to Sauyae real intent Con such 


volatile subjects as love and sex and relationshirs.) Those words — 


get interpre sted, Often  wronadys Mere statements appear ta be © 
attacks : Oo . . 7 7 
Shortly Pearle chaose sides an an issue. — Cames Forte People aet 
metracized and set ne mailing camments. Worse vet. they start 


getting refered to as “certain Pearle" (as in “certain ah people in. 


this arpa... "2 


Gutspillings tends toa make an ara fatter and more @excitina. Cuhio s 


going te reveal what this month oor stab BS this ish?) but it alsa. 
gets people mad at each other. "ad rather we all os stay Friends. | 


if we are writing for A@pa-Tech should we alsa kee srending time oor 
Pyro? Perhaps. ~  [t°s much more difficult. There is the format 
erpoblem that Gretchen discussed. Tf vou are aaing te put forth an. 


apaument oin Pere cvrauvd hetter be sure to have cavered alk the 
counterarauments. Tr wee hopeFul lv: you don’t have fo be sn. 
camplete. Articles (netic the difference in terminalogr?) in Prra 
tend to be more technically oriented. Much of what is written in 
O@—-T is of a rambling and Persamal mature. Aside fram shart 
Persona] motes Perm 1S & news le stter mot a personal letter, Much | 
of A-T is mailing camments. | Pero is mot structured te permit the. 


members of General Technics to submit short camments about each of - 


the items in Pyro (or the ubiauiteus RAEBNI.) | Se 


There ais a place in General Technics for beth Pyrotechnics and 


a 


Apa-Tech. If some feel that ther should be comtributina te Pyro as. 


well then I leave it te their conscience and their pen ur kev ‘board. 


TD need covers. © Flease conmtribute oad getocraur fines in an time. 
Dent t minac. Eat voor vesetables. Dean’t stay out late. Take care) 


- So | oe leave 


Rodford E. Smith 
| : 922 Belvoir Dr. 
i Frankfort, Ky. 40601 
(502) 223-2119 


1 swore to kenee that this would be in early, and here it is nine 


days till deadline. ah, well, looks like a night of Mamathon typing. 
HEEKEEKHEKRGE HE F alibelial Rak Sali Sebel sek laliebalol Bel i et slick -Seliahabel chalialehalel Hellelel-S-Rabalahe KEL EE EKER H ERE 
Just read "The Last immortal" by Jeppson, and am disappointed. Not 


nearly as good as the fir8t book, I get the impression that she used memory 
to maintain continuity, instead of reading the first book. 

Also, as I type this my VCR is recording "The Legend of Hell House", 
Great film, the Mount Everest of haunted house movies. I have a first edition 
copy ofthe book, which I am someday going to get around to reading. 

Hmmmmm, on looking what is on here so far over for typos I get the 
idea that the tyDwriter keys are too close together. It certainly can't be 
that my fingers are bo tat. Maybe I'm just used to the Selectric at work. 

MAILING COMMENTS 

Two-Citied tale: Rolf, is your ‘zine only three pages? It seems to 
have broken off in mid comment. I hate kubic's Cube (This from a guy who once 
picked up a Chinese puzzel in a store and had it fall apart in his hands) but 
like your idea. Did you have your juggling balls at the CT pool party in 
Denver? Someone did, but they were being passed around so much I never posi- 
tively identified the owner. UK used to have a fellow who taught courses in 
jug#1ing, after regular classes. I watched once, sinee some people I know 
were in it. interesting. 


I swear that this is a legitimate add. “Y 


SIX FOOT LONG BLIMP 


READY TO FLY including built-in receiver and all 
#7] airborne electronics. You supply Helium, transmitter 
we |  (3chan. or more, specify make & freq.) and 4.8 v. ba. 
Flies 1 hr. on 500 MAH — Use 250 MAH ba. at high 
altitudes. Needs only 14 cu. ft. of Helium for initial fill - 
under $5 - Helium available at welding supply shops. 


PRICE $225.00 ORDER DIRECT 
Prepaid (we pay shipping) or COD 
500 or 250 MAH ba. $18.00 

Fast charger $25.00 


FLY RC IN YOUR LIVING ROOM 


: SMALL ENOUGH TO FLY THROUGH DOORWAYS 
Three independent fully proportional thrusters allow 3 meee | | SS 
° operation in smallest space tee, 
¢ Unique vertical thruster for straight up/down, |e 
climb/dive 


¢ Reversible outboard thrusters for precision man- 
euvers, standing pivot tums ; N — TET ae 
¢ 0 to 3 m.p.h. forward/back AMR See 8 ie a { 
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4 Egg ‘er on: Nice seeing you and “Doug - at Denvention. conerate on your new job. 


I agree with you on clothes. Apout the only regular wear that I feel comfortable 


aye in are shorts and tee shirt. No shoes. The only costume i like to wear that I 
¥ have so far tried is my karate gi, which was designed for comfort and free- 


dom of movement. 
As to being a mixer, your little paragraph sounds like one of 


my Old monologues, back in some of the early issues. une technique I have 
found to be effective at parties is, during a lull on conversation, make 
some comment about something that you find interesting. Someone else will 
usually agree or disagree, and you will have found a person with at least 
one thing in common with you. if no one takes the bait, wait untill the next 
quiet moment and try something else. People often relish a change in topic, 
so don't feel shy about bringing up something that has nothing to do with 
the current subject. 

The Universe is Laughing Behind Your Baeks That's funny, Doug, I 
liked "Deteriorata". "Give up!" Just what I would like to do sometimes, 


*Ahem~ Now that that is out of my system, I liked your zine but it was too 
short. Gretchin's were too, but at least there were two of them! About Den- 
vention; if the video room (where I worked some) was any indication, the 
con was indeed disorganised. Fun but chaotic. As for Columbia, the fuel leak 
and accompanying tile damage seems to have postponed the next launch by 
about two weeks. is this any way to run a space line‘ 

High-Voltage Smith: who is “Fuzzy Pink" Niven? Have I missed 
something? ; 

New Kazoo: Donna, I hope you are happy, living with that bunch 
of madpeople. (Uh, wait a minute, Renee, I meant that as a term of affection. 
Tullio, put that blaster down! Help!) At any rate I'm a bit envious, having 
heard raves about the equipment there. What ‘techie wouldn't like to get his 
or her hands on some of those gadgets? 

Singular Greg: A Niven Ring is a budget Dyson Sphere, and the next 
step down is what I call a ‘bucket world'. Fisst you buiid cables all the 
way around the primary, then put in large (planet sized or larger) buckets. 
The whole array is spun up to provide weight. If one springs a leak the 
others are unaffected. Travel could be by ship or by cable car. While this 
dosen't have the energy-catching area of a sphere or ring it could be 
built using just the scrap of the system, the asteroids and smaller moons. 
if you want more room just add more buckets, either hanging them on the sides 
of the old ones or on a paralell ring of cables. 

Jeffrey Sekiya: welcome to the APa. Hope you have more in next 
issue. 

UV & IR: I had heard of those contacts, but didn't know that 
they were already on the market. Ky. seems to lag behind in getting new 
technical items. Your ideas on teachiing typing, piano, etc. sound like the 
methods used nowadays to teach Morse code. You learn to write the letter 
down by reflex upon hearing the sequence of sounds, not to memorise the letters. 


iC Raygun: This sounds like one of my camping trips. I'm just 
glad that none of you had any real problems (serious injury or illness). 
By the way, according to my calculations Fort Mitchell is only an hour and 
a half from Fankfort. So howcum I didn't know about the convention? Mumble 
mumble nobodyevertellsmeanything mumble, I'11]1 try to make it next year. 

End of Mailing Comments 

A few weeks ago the computer at work began to get very slow. 
Each day, TSO took longer to logon and batch (card jobs) backed up more. 
I asked around on ninth floor, where the programers we work with are. They 


2. 
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said that the people who run the computer were denying that there was any problem. 


And yet the situation got worse. Would you believe a twenty minute wait to 

get a mesage saying that there were too many nsers logged on, please try later? 
Finally, I learned that they had somehow lost the use of half their CPU! 

No wonder things were sluggish! Then, last week, they came up with a soultion. 
Batch would only run a night, leaving the whole capacity left to the use of 
TSO. It now is only slightly slower than before the problem. 


On looking back over my contribution for last issue, I am aghast at 
the typoes. (Typos?) I am trying to be a little more careful. As with so many 
other things I am fast but not particularly neat. 


JUGGERNAUT 

The tank was at the bottom of a deep pool in a large stream. 

"Its. been three hours," complained Pam. "How much longer are we going 
to sit here?" 

"Untill they make their move or we need to recharge," muttered Jerry. 
He checked some indicators and nodded. "Better than expected. At this rate 
we can hold out for another eight hours and still have a good reserve." 

The only thing above the water was the sensor mast. They had been 
passively watching, and had detected one or more drones over the period, but 
no sign of the enemy vehicle. 

"I've been thinking," said Pam, a few moments later. “They have drones, 
mine laying missles and who knows what else. How come their tank is so much 
better than ours?" 

“It probably isn't. Sure, they have more gadgets, but these things are 
supposed to have a price ceiling which can't be exceeded. They must have skimped 
on something. If we can figure out what we might have a great advantage." 

"Got something !" said Pam, suddenly. “Radar pulse, bearing one- 
twenty, about a klick and a half." 

it was the sensor mast of the enemy tank. It came slowly, cautiously 
over the ridge, all sensors active. Jerry gently began valving air into the 
space between the hull and the internal compartments, untill the treds came 
off the bottom. The current carried them to the edge of the depression. 

Meanwhile, the other vehicle was travelling slowly down the valley. 

As soon as they were past the stream Jerry suddenly applied full power to 

the treads and came tearing out onto the bank, Pam immediately fired a volley 
of missles. The other team, taken by surprise, did not react, but their 
computers did. Anti-missles lashed out, stoping each projectile. 

"Their missle defenses are too good," Jerry yelled, as he starved 
the diesel. "Use the guns!" 

Bright lines leaped from the Jyggernaut to the other tank, as the 
stream of mixed shells and tracergstruck home. Something about the impacts 
caught® Jerry' s attention, but he was too busy at the moment to take notice. 

By now the enemy was also firing, and there was a heavy jolt as a shell 
struck home. There were secondary explosions as a reck of missles exploded. 
a quick check of the telltales showed no serious damage, but they had lost 


a big chunk of their offensive capacity. And then Jerry realised what he had seen. 


“what are you doing," cried Pam,as they suddenly swung directly tow- 


ards the tank. 
“Hang on, were going to slug it out!" Leaving Pam to take the controls, 


he shoved his hands into the pantographs. The saw-tipped arm swung out, blade 
spinning, and slashed deep into the hull of the other vehicie, It was then that 


Pam saw what her bullets wer°doing to the hull. 


"Their armor must be paper thin!" 
"That's what they sacrificed! It'll stop small arms fire, but not 
much else! We'll turn them into Swiss Cheese! *® 


Next: Han and Swiss or rye, ca/| the Mayo Cline, 


| 
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‘Dee: Gonzo's Elastic: Enenptzey 


this week's exciting installment in ‘the ‘life and adventures of | 
Valli Hoski, 1116 Hull Terrace, Evanston IL 60202 and (312)864- 3504 
for the readership and hangers-on of Apatech - 14, from Sept. 1981. 


— copyright 1981 oy Valli Hoski- just to throw that in for 


a general Hddhentthddk einer 


Se a a os oe . hoot oo ee oe : 


"Gee, Moumy, What. did you do before e there 
| was a 1 Worldcon?” - | 7 | 


As I took delivery of this new and shiny dbddddute apa. at Denvention 
. this year, I have. seen some of the members of ApaTech — in the near 
- past. But then again, I have not seen some of you in ages past, 
so to near and far - hiya and hugs. | —— _ 


Now I was not: supposed to be at. Denvention this year. tT soundly denied = 


to anyone who would listen that I was not, repeat. not, going to the 


- -worldcon this year due to miscellaneous reasons, some philosophical, 
some monetary. Dick did indeed set off into the wide blue yonder — 
and mountains west without the: pleasure of my company, only to get — 


a sudden phone call on Friday morning, announcing my arrival at the 


“con that night. Now, why this capricious turn-of-events?. Let’ s just 


say that whimsy stepped in and decided that I would indeed go to the | - f 


-. Worldcon. Suffice to say, ‘Friday saw me frantically obtaining my 
- ticket from the local American Express office, quickly-and-ever- so- slowly 
| _ riding the El. home to catch Bill Leininger's very kind and sweet offer 
_ . of a ride to O'Hare. I catch my breath on board the plane, wolf | 
- down an airplane dinner (I must have been hungry and anxious as’ ‘airplane — 
_ . food never tasted so ‘good!!) and» generally wonder when we will be at 
— Denver. Of course I couldn't fall asleep on the plane this time, as _ 


IT usually do. — *sigh* It was a long 2.5 hour ride. Anyway, we land a 


and I seurry off to catch the airport limo to the hotel, having been | 
_ durn near snobbed by Ross Pavlac as he bundled his lady love/wife 
- off of the same flight as mine. A Géotgia femmefan and I share the 


limo and conversation on the way to the hotel, and we finally get there. 


Of course all time sense was warped by this time, and everything was taking 
- forever. But I arrive, very competently and all-on-my-very-own. at. | 
_. the, Denver. Marina and am delighted to find Dick there, in the room even, 
so I don't. have to hunt the con for him and the hotel room. All right, 
folks. we are now at the Worldcon, so shift into con time sense. | 


‘Rather. thant give my usual tirade and report of conac now, I am going | 
to solicit opinions on the. atmosphere of the worldcon. from those that — 
were there. I felt as if I was simply at a large regional. the entire 


weekend. It may have. something to do with the haphazard way I suddenly 
arrived at the. worldcon, and I did not have much time for anticipation 

of the con itself. I did not go into Denvention with the expectations — _ 
that I had had of Noreascon, and this. certainly colored my perceptions. 

(or didn't color them, as it were). Denvention certainly. had the 


_ numbers to support the fact that. it was a worldcon;. 5000+ I might metas 
But. all those people just weren't readily apparent to me, I guess. © - 


The dealer’ s/huckster' s room was. housed in a cavernous, exhibition hall. 


_. The art show was sequestered in the portion of the exhibition hall not 
used by the dealer's room. | There were 2 con suites in which to find or: 


Dr. Gonzo's sees 2 


lose people. There were different hotel parties, and the weather cooperated 
‘for hotel-hopping, except for the rain after the Hugo:sceremony. So, there _ 
were the numbers, the large function areas, the large functions, all that 


- comprise a worldcon. But there just wasn't the feeling of being at one of 


these humungous fannish annual events. Whether the numbers were spread out 
among the different hotels, or there were so many parties going on that — 

I just didn't see them all, I don't know. But I experfenced the same feeling 
that I- had at Windycon last year -- there are a lot of people here, lots of 
faces I don't know, but this is still a regional con. Anyone else feel — 
the same way? Was this a world con for anyone at all? Was there that — 
cathartic feeling one gets once a year at the grand-daddy of all cons? _ 
Was there more than just a nice G reunion (and various members were even 
missing from that)? Actually, more techies were gathered at Windycon 

this past year than at Denvention, I think; perhaps I misjudge. Of course, 
there was Jeff and the Hugo nominations, and that could only occur at a | 
worldcon. But I expect to feel more excitement and see more fen at one 

. of the fail cons this year, than I did at the worldcon. This is not all 
condemnation of Denvention, no, not really. 'Tis simply that Denvention 
did not measure up to worldcon speed for me. -I had a nice time, but left 
wondering if I had really been to > a worldcon, or just Windycon again. | 


Bm, some of the more notable events there were the GG. party on Friday night, 
the WindyApa party which was actually more open than ‘that sounds on Friday 
night, and the endless series of parties in Room 1642 of the Hilton. |. 
Seems that I was almost always haunting that part of the. hallway at the 
Hilton that rooms 1644 and 1642 were down during every night of the con. 
Actually 3 different parties were given by the same people in room 1642 

so that. makes sense. Hm, what else. Ah, there is food. in Denver, no 

doubt, and even decent: soft-serve cores at the McDonald's. But as for — 
outstanding food worth con-reporting about, I don't recall anything worth 
mentioning. I didn't make it to the restaurant that I recommended to 
everyone else because I believe it is closed on weekends. Did anyone out | 

there find any notable (not merely adequate) restaurants? | a ee a 


(Here ts an aside on the Denvention restaurant guide: SOMEONE, ‘SOMEWHERE, 
has GOT to put out a better restaurant guide for Chicon!! TI don’ t care 
who, how or when, but PUH-leeze would the ereat ghod Roscoe shine down  _ 
on us all and our fannish stomachs and enable some competent soul the’ 

ability te compile and print a decent restaurant guide with more. information 
than W (walkable) and F (faraway)!! At least Chicon will have a Chicago 
magazine. Denvention had a miserable restaurant guide that didn! t even list 
the 24 hour donut. places?! And to me that is fatal!) 7 oe 


So, aid anyone out there in ApaTechland have more than a medium-ok con 


at Denver? And for those of you who were not there -- like sweet Bill Leininger 


—— who- played the O'Hare Shuttle Pilot Supreme —— you might not have missed much 
but you were missed a lot! oo | | 


And now since I even recéived a copy of A/T with more than 10 pages in it, 
let me reward all efforts made in. A/T 4 with these mailing: comment si Oo 
| Cover — a Oh my Bill (Higgins) is this from | the montage/collage phase 


of Picasso and the Cubists? (I never thought I would ever. get - 
an Art History reference in A/T!! Just goes to show...) | a 


Rod = «Good gads, you certainly go to great lengths to prove 
‘or disprove the Right Stuff karma in your life!//Hope — = 
you enjoyed Rivercon this year, actually glad to hear that you. enjoyed _ 
it! I was not at Rivercon this eyar, although T. thought it would | 
have been a pleasant. thing © to have done,. as it was. scheduled against — 


_ Autoclave. For various reasons, some of which were panels which, I. 


was committed to and others which were a vacation in NYC immediately 


‘before the con, I opted for Autoclave. Perhaps next. year, as I 


would prefer definitely to go to Louisville instead of St. ‘Louis. _ | 

My big complaint with the RIvercon folks is why can't they keep. the a 
-con to one weekend (or around the same weekend) every year? —I . ._. 

thought Rivercon was usually around the Beginning of August, and | 
expected it to be then.this year. ‘When it was the same time as Autoclave, 

- my Detroit/Michigan fannish commitments won; but T still would have - 
liked to have gone to Rivercon this year had it been another weekend. 

BUT everyone élse that I know of who was going to a con just about. 

went to Rivercon, except for the 100+ who were at Autoclave, Everyone _ 
did seem to flock there J7¥¢ 46 Hhddy sarees except for the rest » 

of Chicagoland techies who did not. go. | 


Jamie a Glad to hear ‘that. you are. ‘enjoying your instructor ‘role | 
7 more, It. really isn't all that bad; certainly better than 
being an instructor in the public schools these days. //Thanks for | 


the. comment re the Techie's Guide, Part Ir (Part. I was in an earlier. 


issue of A/T, Back in Det... 1979 or Feb. 1980. ) T gave the "translations" 


as I wanted the content to be meaningful and — informative as well 


as a play on techish humor. Iam rather serious about: personal res- 

 ponsibility for one's sexual behavior and actions; now, while that is 

not a very techish subject, I do try and provide accurate and non- 

_ judgmental information to any and all who might. want /need it. Actually- 

that is another area I thought of adding to my techie profile in. the 

info handbook: area of knowledge willing to be shared: information — - 
vegarding Non-Reproductive. Technology. (If. you think: of adding» it, ‘phat 


ey would be nice).//Micro-fiche catalogs from the local library are. a 


great. help to grad students} particularlysomeone I know at the U-I 
who has a fiche reader available. He can keep a current copy of the - 
fiche in his dept., look up a title when he needs it, and phone in a 
reserve request for tt and pick it up later at ‘the. library. Handy. 


But perusing the shelves under the same subject /Dewey #/LC 7 still: can' Me 


Be replaced for liesurely searching. A fiche entry just doesn' t convey - 
the same "feel" and interest as actually holding the book and reading 


the cover, flipping the pages, ete.// All I can say about Chicon is. that 


the membership committee seems to be REAL slow and REAL mixed-up. (And 
that comes from someone / who. Is working on Chicon, although: not regis. d- 


| Self a Well, ‘let! s see “how it goes, HT wonder if anyone figured out 
| a _ they were supposed to "Scratch N Sniff” those cute little 
stickers? = = oo -_ | oe 


Gretchen | ‘Well, ‘whadaya know, the Great Dick Smith CARE Package for — 
A/T arrived!!//Yes, RotLA was amazingly good, wasn't it? 

> I'm glad that we all liked it after all. However, Didk did not appre- 

_ ciate my "slithering" all over him during the. snake scene; how was I 

_ to know that my arm that was tightly grasping his arm was slithering 

~ te him? //Regarding women's suits: ever since I was small, I can remember 
liking men's suits in the Kapper and Kapper windows in Detroit and 
wishing that dressing was that simple for girls/women. Now that I am 


Dr. Gonzo 's * 7 *?f ° 4 


wearing gurts everyday, life is indeed simpler, as “long as I have a clean ; 


blouse. But I sure hated my high» ‘school uniform skirt! The nice part 


of having 1 constant to my wardrobe was outweighed by the sheer ugliness — 


of the bvown plaid with a blue stripe. Plain blue skirts, which we — 


-. were allbwed to wear my senior year, were much nicer. /I wonder. if Catholic _ 


high schools have reversed the trend that was allowing girls to wear | 
uniform pants/trousers to school? St. Scholatica'’s in our neighborhood — 
seems to have a brown plaid skirt uniform, but I have not seen any 
uniform pants yet. ‘/(I share the morning bus with the school girls). /f 
Yes, Bill Leininger is a sweet person, and there are those of us who - 
would be really sorry if he wasn't around. (Should I sing a ridiculous 
song like "5 foot odd, eyes of. blue, hootchy-kootchy-sweetie-poo, has - 
anyone seen our Bill”, or. would it be too; silly?) 


Doug | Welcome once again. Nice to see your face around these apa-_ 


parts again.//So how did you like Denvention?//Congrats. on 
_the © raise and ‘promotion; they were well-deserved?! ae 


“Dick “Nice to run into you in the strangest apas!//I . am going. to. 
a stop reading the wantcads for a while, our budgets need the 
rest. But why don' t you find me a nice cheap working Selectric? 


Donna Good that things are working out in Isherland, “May they. | 
i | continue to be soothing and rewarding.//Oh, I must mention 
| that I liked the idea of the Staffs of Ra that I saw at Denvention. 
Now there is an item with great selling potential for Isher? Best. 
of luck with it. | | | | : 


Greg - Golly, ‘between the Rochester Beserker, Dénvention and 7 
a | other places, I have seen more of you than I have seen of 
“some Michigan techies!! Always good to see you thought!//Ah, Boston, 


Boston, now there is a city after my true heart}? | 


Guy Soe Hope fall is nice in northern Michigan this -year!//Sorry 
oe that I missed the Cheboygan beserker, but I will get to 

northern Michigan again once of these years, real soon now. But I 

count myself fortunate to have made 2, cout em, 2, Beserkers this 
year! (Rochester. and Chicago). | 3 : 


Jefi Welcome, and I am glad to see that: there are “still some oo 
_ Gy souls taking care of CHUSFA’ and such. Good luck this fall. - 
Keith “Hello as always. //You did arrive at Minicon looking a bit. 


| California. Perhaps you shall return. to the midwest civilized 
portion of the country before the damage is irreversible. (Now, Jamie 
don't take offense; you don't seem as California as the stereotype _ 


oof "California" might lead me to beliéve that residents are.) //For an 


interesting ‘look at the Old Corner Drugstore/Candy Store you should 

read Avery Korman's latest book "The Old Neighborhood". Very touching.// 
No, Keith, liking space does not mean you are a Reaganite. //And— even I 
am not wearing 3 piece suits; just 2 piece ones, 


Marty > I really enjoyed your zine; it's as nutty as you are, Reads 
| very much like you, and that's nice. | | | 


Renee _ I hope you are recovered from your expedition out west, and 
. --,-«Denvention was a tad less chaotic for you and Isher. Take it 
easy this fall. 


Tata for now, and remember windycon is in December this year!! 


+ 
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March 20th Or Therabouts, 
1981 


WELL, here I am on an 
Alien Machine... 


This is being typed on 
Jeff Duntemann's micro. It 
took him a couple days to 
discover he didn't like the 
wordsmith editor, after he 
started working with it. word- 
Smith is an editor that is big 
on layout but strangles type 
streaming. 


He is also not crazy 
about the lower case generated 
by the Screensplitter board. I 
prefer another terminal dis- 
play card, the VB3 by SSM 
(sl100 bus equipment), which is 
a software configurable (sort- 
of) memory mapped display. 


His keyboard is an inter- 
esting nightmare. It has the 
“sensual” touch of a class 
keyboard, but some of the key 
positions are screwball. It is 
also lacking a couple ASCII 
characters. IT DOESN'T HAVE AN 
UPPER CASE LOCK. He had to put 
the upper case lock in the 
machine in software; at least 
the base system allowed him 
the flexibility to do that. 


The good thing is the 
monster display. It doesn't 
tlicker, but the phosphor fade 
is sooo000 ssssllllllloococoow 
that scrollllllling tends to 


that scrollllllling tends’ to 
that scrollllllling tends to 
that scrollllllling tends to 


be tedious. 


ENUF SAID. My system has 
many more faults than his 
does; a drunk disk drive, a 
teeeeeny display, a quasi mass 
production consumer market 
micro based system whose par- 
ent company fucked up at the 
starting gate (Processor Tech- 
nology is the company, Sol is 
the machine). 


We prevail despite the 
evil pixies. It is fun; We 
still await the Messiah of 
micros. 


SEARCHING 
For a job. Yup, I am By 
the time this is photodu- 


plicated 150 X over, I may or 
may not have a job somewhere 
in Rochester, New York. 


There are many times in 
my 1/4 of a normal lifespan 
where I gather my selfin- 
terests and broadcast a quan- 
tum of Kirlian Sophmoric Myo- 
pian energy, more commonly 
referred to as “snobbishness.". 


When I was told by one of 
the headhunters that I was up 
against stiff odds, that the 
local corp of corporations dug 
(subsidized) tools coming out 
of the mighty Rochester Insti- 
tute of Technology computer 
science mines, I said, “TI 
understand,“ smiling over the 


phone. He must have heard the 
smile. There are things I 
fear, ignorance being one of 
them, but competition from 


grads from RIT aren't it. I 
didn't go through pure gastro- 
nomic and mental Hell at one 
of the best departments in the 
nation to fear the class of 


'81 from a tiny college in a 
tiny burg... 
You get the idea. It's 


hit me twice in my Jobsearch 
(native dance done irregularly 
in capitalist nations). In my 
Datalogics interview (Where I 
had given Datalogics the kis- 
soff way before I interviewed 
with them ~~ I am very willing 
to give companies second chan- 
ces, particularly when a good 
friend is involved), when I 
was reasonably certain they 
weren't interested ina fan 
and a micro specialist, I 
began to hammer their cutsey 
operation apart. My stabs were 
sometimes subtle, sometimes 
blatant, and usually moronic 
(try teaching the basic con- 
cepts of a technique organized 
and classified in 1968, an 
entire semester's worth of 
fine print, in a few minutes 
“- easy to summarize, murder 
to substantiate, impossible to 
Q.E.D.), but there is no way 
to dissuade the forceful evi- 
dence of the day, that the way 
things are definitely make 
money, they have in the past, 
and they will not change in 
the future. “If you are so 
smart, do it better your way. 
You will find our philosophies 
matching in the end.” 


Never mind the second 
case. It was the first case 
that really burned me. 


The local headhunter 
seemed to think I'd have trou- 
ble in this market. So far, 
his assumption is correct. Out 
of three tries, I have come up 


with one obnoxious NO, one 
meek little no, and one 
squirm, sigh, and NO, but 
“Please keep in touch.” This 


difficulty is all but rela- 
tive, however, another indica- 
tion of that Kirlian energy of 
mine rampaging among my apa'd 


words. Will smartass get his 
job inside of less than fifty 
applications? Tune in to- 
morrow. 
eae et ee 
ed 
Maing oh! en 
a Beas 


MARCH 26, 1981, AROUND MIDNITE 


Plenty has happened since 
I wrote the above, despite its 
writing no more than ten days 
ago, no less than five. 


It was on the day of the 
Vernal Equinox, a day of heep 
big Karma. This coincided with 
a full moon, sending the Karma 
to a 6.9 on the Richter Scale 
(we're interested in the pro- 
portions here, not scientific 
accuracy). It ALSO coincided 
with the third leg of a triple 
conjunction between Jupiter 
and mars, with Saturn taking 
photographs (elgb...) causing 
the Karma Index to shoot to 
around ll. 


On this day, I was not 
exactly recovering from a 
chest cold which was’ enraged 
by my pingponging from inter- 
view to interview in a town I 
didn't know very well. The 
snow kept dropping (usually 
horizontally). The bus system 
required that I pay when [I GOT 
OFF (??!) the bus. Before this 
day, I was having a miserable 
time, not finding anything 
like Mecca for a grad in com- 
puter science. 


The Karma Index, as men- 
tioned before, shot up off the 
scale and before long I 


learned that I had both an 
apartment (I haven't seen it 
yet, but I'm told its gor- 
geous) and a job. Sybron/Tay- 
lor Instruments offered me 
more bucks to start than I had 
any reason to expect. Whatever 
I did, it was right. I'm baf- 
fled. 


It is now Friday. My 
books and various other items 
are to be picked up by a Gen- 
eral Products 4.5 Hull marked 
ALLIED VAN LINES or equiva- 
lent. I sat through my last 
ChUSPA (Champaign Urbana Sci- 
ence Fiction Association) 
meeting. Tomorrow I give the 
lab I presently work for the 
brushoff, with cleanup all 
next week. I'm going to try to 
attend a Thursday Nite meet- 
ing. On April 6, 1981, I start 
work in Rochester, New York, 
and a short time later I will 
get to move into my apartment. 
Sometime later Alice will fol- 
low, driving two cars, the “GP 
2.5 Hull" and “the Vegan Sub- 
marine." 


Rip (my cat) ain't going 
to like the transition. He, by 
the way, recently had his tail 
caught in a door. He is walk- 
ing around with an ugly gash 
and is in pain. He goes to the 
vet tomorrow. 
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SEPTEMBER 30, 1981 


NOTHING in this zine is 
linear, least of all the time 
sequence this was written in. 


My cat is much better, 
tailwise. He now has a little 


== 


ee ee 


‘buddy called Stella, named 
after Harcourt Fenton Mudd's 
wife. She was noisy; so's the 
kitten. Rip took the travel- 
ling from Urbana Illinois to 
Rochester as noisily (for fif- 
teen hours) as possible. 


I'm STILL at Taylor In- 
Strument. I've been put on 
a job that will somehow mean 
40 million dollars in addi- 
tional sales from 1983 to 
1986. If the job doesn't get 
done, look out. 


Unfortunately, this task, 
important as it is, is in- 
credibly, astoundingly BORING. 
I didn't think something this 
dull existed. I'd rather be 
working on a 432. An AWFUL lot 
of people would rather be 
working on the 432. 


We no longer own a Vegan 
Sub. Dave G., on the other 
hand, is at last word having 
one hell of a difficult time 
with the Illinois department 
of bumpers getting the title 
transferred into his name. 


I remember a story where 


someone had to sue a car for 


back payments. A garage 
couldn't find the owner of a 
car, and so had to sue the car 
to gain title. “It wouldn't 
pay us. We beat on it, and it 
still wouldn't pay us!" they 
said. 
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On Building Compooter Desks 


I'VE almost finished my 
Baltic Birch Desk. Its made 
entirely of expensive plywood. 
It looks like a plywood desk. 
Unlike pressed fiberboard, it 
is very strong and is not bad 
to look at. It cost over a 
hundred dollars to build, but 
the shelves tower over my 


head, and the desktop can- 


handle a mainframe micro and a 
VT-100 terminal with room for 
a desk lamp and lots of books. 
The second shelf can accomo- 
date a 15 inch monitor. The 
third shelf is designed for 
the ten inch tall floppy disk 
boxes I bought at the axing of 
the Chicago Computer Store a 
Couple years ago. Ahh, room 
again. 


The damn floor sags about 
an inch toward the center of 
the living room; the entire 
thing is listing to starboard. 
Computer overboard! 


No, I DON'T OWN a VT=-100. 
Whew, you say? 
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THE 39TH WORLDCON, 1981: 
DENVER 
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DENVER was nothing if not 
interesting. Many people in 
Fannishland avoided Denver. 
The con could have broken 
attendance records if this 
wasn't true. 


It was a good thing they _ 


stayed away: 


being in the 
Hilton would have been terri- 
ble. The hotel could not have 
accomodated much more than it 
had. 


Denvention will NOT go 
down in history as being the 
worst worldcon. The physical 
plant was a major thorn, but 
outside of going with big 
city hotels like the Conrad 
Hilton, or The Regency Hyatt, 
it will be a 37 degree C day 
on the South Pole before a 
worldcon will be in a smaller 
burg. 


Digression 


worldcons are supposed to 
be something above the call of 
duty. It does not necessarily 
mean that they be in a big 
city. 


For example, a large uni- 
versity campus is MORE than 
capable of harnessing the fes- 
tivities of a worldcon. The 
surroundings are somewhat less 
classy than previous world- 
cons, with the student dorms 
and all, but the influx of 
fifteen thousand people is 
something that a college town, 
with the school mostly out for 
the summer would embrace with 
glee! The room rents would be 
particularly cheap, I doubt it 
if anyone would dare complain 
you had seven people in your 
room (for ten bucks a nite for 
the room, why bother?), and 
the availability of function 
Space would be second to none. 


Do you think worldcon 
would lose prestige, or that 
some pros wouldn't come, or 
that it would be an incredible 
bother? 


There is no reason why a 
con committee, one that has 
done conventions before, can 
do an excellent job with a 
Cluster of twenty story dorms, 
buildings with hundreds of 
classrooms, and the usual (but 
empty) batallion of student 
favorite bars and restaurants. 


I by no means suggest 
that mere student troupes, who 
are enthusiastic but lack ex- 
perience (despite their insis- 
tance), do the insane by 
filing a bid. There is a well 
oiled machine that regularly 
operate worldcons. It may look 
easy, but the ones who make 
the difference have worked ‘em 
for several years. 
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This goes DOUBLE for 
ChUSFA. YOU HEAR ME??? 
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There are political dif- 
ficulties (the universities 
like to get ALL the publicity, 
for example) dealing with edu- 
cational environments that 
have made university sited 
conventions miserable. Wiscon 
II, for example, was a random 
event. Urcon III is another, 
more recent example. For 
these, there are several suc- 
cessful counterexamples. 


I put it up to fandom; 
Worldcons are getting very 
large, and the big cities are 
difficult to deal with. Shall 
we consider taking over a 
Campus once in a while? 


Here are some petty com- 
plaints about Denver: 


1) The Weapons Panel Affair 


Denvention concom handled 
this in their sleep. The Panel 
waS an intelligent addition to 
the program, but the actions 
of the concom allowed too many 
fans a perfect reason to get 
mad at them. The wording of 
the weapons policy provoked 
both the feeling of being 
repressed and the urge to 
fight back; sternly printed 
words were unnecessary. 


2) The Trivia Contest 


Information from several 
first hand sources have told 
me that the trivia quiz was 
handled in a regrettable fash- 
ion. Perhaps the people in 
charge of this event thought 
raising the ire of the contes- 
tants with penalties and turn- 
ing their backs on the audi- 
ence and the contestants when 
unappropriate was the way to 
speed things up; again, forc- 
ing your will among friends, 
to me, is improper. 


3) The Hugo Ceremony 


I'm afraid I didn't enjoy 
these ceremonies as much as 
others. The stage was tacky, 
as was the “entertainment.” I 
don't LIKE C and W UFO music. 


4) The BUSSES 


The smelled of black lung 
disease. Denver really is in 
need of some clean air. 


5) The Programming 


Part of the problem of 
complaining about Programming 
is that I really had no idea 
how to plan for going to 
panels and events. They were 
scattered all over creation. I 
eventually had to be happy 
with accidestiny and ignore 
the program book. I can't 
fault the concom for a program 
that seemed badly organized 
(Lupin III during the Hugos, 
for example), because the 
root of this evil is the dif- 
Ficulty with using three to 
four separate buildings for a 
Physical plant. I can still 
complain about it. I thought 


the programming was less in- 
volved than previous worldcons. 
5) MacIntyre <7.S./ 

For the attendees of the 
weapons panel: 


His rights are acknow- 
ledged; his delivery is ques- 
tioned. MacIntyre managed to 
enrage an audience with what 
he must have thought were 
righteous, decisive slanders 
at a party of fans that, were 
they to exist, were worthy of 
derrogatory insults. Yup, they 
took it personally. MacIntyre 
had to have Known the effects 
of his words, he claims to be 
a writer, but methinks he is 
too far apart from the rest of 
the world to understand the 
reason behind the consterna- 
tion his speech generated. 


6) LA in 1984 
Again, the weapons panel: 


At the same event that 
MacIntyre enraged me, a rep 
from LA in '84 demonstrated 
that LA probably tend toward 
the complete banning of fake-o 
guns, swords, and lasers at 
their worldcon. Because this 
is distant from my own opin- 
ion, I, for some reason, have 
a (possibly irrational) ten- 
dency to be negative toward 
LA. I thought the rep was 


unnecessarily defiant and au-. 


thoritative. 
7) Art Show 


There were some difficul- 
ties with the concom concern- 
ing the art show that made 
several artists irate. The 
expense of the hanging rates, 
for example, and the interes- 
ting prearrangements the art- 
show people (as I understand 
it) made with Freff and Phil 
Foglio -- you know, where 
Freff and Phil would come to 
Denver on Thursday, find them- 
selves organizing the setup 
and running the artshow for a 
while? 

Freff and Phil didn't 
Know about them either. They 
came in and found nothing was 
being done, so, in typical 
fannish spirit, THEY did it. 


Great. Where was the 
artshow squad? 


8) The Masquerade 


Not Very Good this year, 
in my opinion. There were over 
a hundred costumes; maybe as 
many as three or four were 
worth waiting in the hall for. 


9) The outdoor pools 


The Holiday Inn's pool 
waS on the wrong side of the 
building, away from the sun. 
OK for hot summer days, but 
they should have turned the 
hotel around for us on that 
coolish Labor Day weekend. 


ON THE GOOD SIDE, I dove 


into the crowd and met some 
people. Give me four thousand 
fen and I'll meet some of 
them. For instance, At Iggy, I 
was standing in line waiting 
for some awful tickets to be 
handed to me, when I saw the 
guy behind me wearing MY name 
badge. 


He's been trying to get 
me into apas since. 


The room arrangements I 
had made it difficult to prac- 
tice laissez faire. Alas, I'll 
have to continue elsewhere. 
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URCON III 
Classify this as a nice 
try. It was interesting; I had 
an excellent time, several 


friends made the insane trip 
from Urbana, Illinois, to 
Rochester, New York. There was 
a bit of a convening of folks 
in General Technics, and we 
nad very good homebrew stuffed 
pizza (2 inches thick, for 
those who've never approached 
this excellence) at my home. 


The keynote speakers 
(Jittlov, Asimov, the deCamps) 
were in good form, although 
personally the doctor looked 
tired, Mike Jittlov looked 
somewhat apprehensive, and I 
did not try to talk to Sprague 
deCamp (having nothing to 
say). I am wondering if he 
Knew that there were some fans 
in that crowd...? 


The university was in 
session, which doesn't make 
for the cosiest of atmospheres 
to be fannish. Urcon III was 
not intended to be for fans, 
it was aimed for the general 
and student audiences. 


The concom was very wor- 
ried about being “in"“ with the 
university because the Univer- 
sity of Rochester was backing 


the con -=— free facilities, 
money in case the con went 
into the red. All money 


matters had to be voted on by 
the entire committee (or 
club), and everything had to 
be interpreted for kosherness 
by three people. Well, they 
now know that this is great 
for batch jobs, but interac 
tive systems are a different 
animal. 


There were 1150 atten- 
dees. Most of them, as predic- 
ted, paid their bucks, went to 
the huckster room, saw the 
films, peeked in the art show, 
and sat through the keynote 


lectures, then dissapeared. 
The WARGAMERS (yup, wargamers) 
were more fannish; they stayed 
up all night killing each 
other on paper. That side of 
the con I know very little, 
though it looked like it was 
much smaller in scope than 
Winterwars, which are held in 
January in Urbana, Illinois. 


It was difficult. The con 
Suite on Friday was filled 
with wargamers, one filksinger 
leading an Eastern filksing, 
and for me very few people to 
talk to besides locals and 
friends that travelled from 
Illinois, New Jersey, and NYC. 


Saturday night brought us 
a real party at the con hotel. 
I hadn't been to the hotel yet 
(!). The room was filled with 
people watching the Prisoner, 
and cigarette smoke. 


The con suite was the 


same. The pop and beer didn't 
run out. The room was very 
hot. 


I think the tally now is 
1000 bucks in the red. It used 
to be 4000, but that was when 
the concom thought that only 
850 showed up. 


My roomate wants to do 
another relaxacon some day, 
here in town. Ozzie says the 
downtown Holiday Inn (?) is 
gorgeous and should not be 
waisted on Shriners. I think 
the downtown area is amazingly 
unpleasant for a small city 
like Rochester, too unpleasant 


to stick a con in there, 


If the convention center 
is built before we leave this 
burg, we may try to put a 
worldcon in there. The Roches- 
ter area is presently LOADED 
with fannish con powers; the U 
of R alone can supply 20 per- 
cent of the upper eschelons of 
the concom and 20 percent of 
the cannon fodder. 

I‘m not serious. 
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432 stuff 


My underground book has 
notes three inches thick by 
now. I am aiming for a thirty 
—~ thirty five page booklet to 
be photocopied and sold for 
five to ten bucks. I'll be 
using the same ideals that 
Jeff Duntemann used on Captain 
Cosmo's Whizbang, Me and You 
and the 1802, along with some 
Chutzpah from the Ted Nelson 
School of computer book writ- 
ing. 


The 432, in case you're 
jumping up and down by now, 
going "“WHATSA 4327?!" is an 
Intel 32 bit microprocessor. 
It is a bit stream machine 
with capability based addres- 
Sing and automatic interpro- 


cessor communications. GTE, 
Modcomp, Washington Univer- 
sity, Kodak, Xerox, and 


several small hardware and 
software shops are drooling. 


__I 


Despite a one to two 
month delay, the project ap- 
pears to be rolling like a 
juggernaught. Intel is betting 
a ton of jelly beans on this 
chipset; it is radically dif- 
ferent from other computer 
systems, vastly superior to 
things like VAXes and other 
oh~-hum mainframes. If there 
was ever a machine that the 
worlds most snarling chess 
playing program would be 
written for, this is the one. 


Enough said. 


desk is very 
comfortable. I may even try 
writing some science fiction 
again. I've been bottled up 
with home computer software 
projects, dreams, construc 
tion, doing the laundry, going 
to conventions, and working 
from 8 to 5. That working from 
8 to 5 can really tear the 
useful part of the day out... 


My new 


The first time I tried to 
write the following, I was 
unsuccessful in saving the 
final copy. Maybe it will work 
this time. I lost a number of 
changes to the above text, 
however, like grammatical fix- 
ings and typo bandaids. Argh. 
The hell with it. 


Wolfe 
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Two of the four volume work, 
The Book of the New Sun, by 
Géne wolfe. ~— ~~ 

Does it astound people 
that Shadow didn't get into 
the nominations for the Hugos 
this year? The book will be 
considered a milestone in 
science fiction and fantasy 
literature twenty years from 
now. 


First Person is a 
difficult mode to write in, 
but it sometimes makes for a 
good excuse. For example, Gene 
inserted some rather 
incredible things into the 
fore and backgrounds of the 
Story. The world is post super 
high tech. Since everything is 
being related by the main 
character Severian in his 
narration, Wolfe has provided 
the story a way to introduce 
very interesting science fic- 
tion devices and avoid having 
to explain how they work or 
what they do. Severian is a 
torturer by trade, and an 
intelligent person with great 
powers of observation. He is, 
however, not endowed with a 
background in the physical 
sciences or engineering. It 
would be out of character for 
Severian to commence explain- 
ing some of the more techyish 
aspects of the world around 
him save what he can easily 
relate to, like “blue light- 
ning jumped from the lance,” 
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Or somesuch. Asimov and Gunn 
described the pocket computer 
many years ago; they did not 
describe what was inside. The 
same thing goes on here. 


The prose is outstanding. 
It is somewhat slow reading; I 
don't recommend racing through 
this series, or reading it 
merely once. 


The second volume, Claw 
of the Concilliator, seems to 
portray less depth in 
Severian's character. I don't 
know if this is wrong. Addi- 
tionally, wolfe occasionally 
has the narrator, Severian, 


talk directly to the reader in 
blocks of text that explain 
judgements and deeds done and 
observed by Severian that are 
otherwise missing from the 
story. This mechanism urks me 
a little, I see little use or 
need for it to be so stark a 
contrast between it and the 
Story text. It isn't handled 
as a copout at any place I 
recall, like in the movie 
version of Wizard of Os, Doro- 
thy wakes up (copout!!!!), but 
still I don't see why it is 
there. Maybe to reinforce the 
fact that Severian has WRITTEN 
the story for presterity. 


Some of the passages are 
dreamy, an interesting utili- 
ty,... one that doesn't seem 
to be overused yet. 


Thats its Im tired. 


G'nite til next time. 
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What's a Minac, Bill? 
(77) 


Produced in one big hurry by: Bill Roper 
918 Main St. #1 
Evanston IL 60202 
(312) 328-9473 
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Two pages, actually, or $3.15 plus tax. 


I feel real guilty about this, but I'm rapidly running out of choices. 
You see, I intend to hand-carry this zine to Ann Arbor for Conclave, it's 
Wednesday night, everybody knows what happens in Chicago on Thursday night, 
I've got classes from 9 to 5 tomorrow, and I plan to leave on Friday after 
my morning class. Not to mention that I have to turn in my resume, and 
produce a five page paper by Monday in a class where we've only had one 
lecture. 


So why is this man spending time on Apa-Tech? Well, since I missed last 
issue and I loathe postmailing, I've got to do something. Unfortunately, 
since I don't have time to produce more than two pages, something has to be 
omitted—-namely the mailing comments, because they would require rereading 
the last two issues. This means I'm going to have to do three (3) issues 
worth of comments next mailing. Argh. 


So, where were we when we left off? 


Ah, yes, now I recall. I was unemployed. Well, things have come full 
circle—-I'm unemployed again, but by my own choice since it was time to go 
back for fall quarter. During the summer, however, I had a job-—and rather 
enjoyed it. In fact, I enjoyed it a lot more than going to school. One, it 
gave me money to spend. Two, there was no homework. 


After much agonizing, I finally got a job offer on Friday of finals week. 
The offer came from G.D. Searle in Skokie (20 minutes from my door to their 
door) to work on their Portfolio Management System. The system was to be 


written in an obscure language called EXPRESS (developed by a small consulting 


firm in Boston) that has a number of interesting things going for it. Unfor- 
tunately, none of the good features of EXPRESS were of much use for this 
project since "EXPRESS wasn't designed to do that." *gleep* 


Needless to say, I found a lot of ways to make EXPRESS do things it 
wasn't designed to do. (Like simulate FORTRAN subroutines——this prompted a 


comment from our consultant, "People don't code that way in EXPRESS." *sigh* ) 


As a member of a four man team working on the project, I learned a lot about 
the way that "real" companies approach projects like this. I also learned 

a lot about how not to use a consultant—-she who was the bane of my existence 
at Searle. Suffice it to say that, if other employees at the consulting firm 
have similar attitudes about EXPRESS ("It wasn't designed to do that, and we 
aren't going to change it."), you won't be hearing much about it, because 
someone else will build a better mousetrap——namely a language that does what 
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EXPRESS does, and the other things as well. 


They did like my work—-enough to offer me a part-time job during the 
school year. The money would have been nice, but my parents are paying 
my way through KGSM, so I can live without it, and if I did have a part-time 
job, I'd have no time for anything else (like Apa~Tech, for instance). 


Meanwhile, back on the campus... 


If anyone is interested, the Daily Northwestern is carrying Downstown. 
(I've still got to send a letter to the Tribune suggesting that they pick 
it up, now that it's no longer in the Sun-Times. Maybe next week...) 


What's the last thing you'd expect to be working on during your first 
week back at school? If you said "resume", you'd be right, but that's what 
I've been working on. The job hunt at KGSM starts early, and they want your 
resume by Friday so they can send it to the typesetter. I ended up revising 
last year's resume, adding a section on "What I Did During My Summer Vacation" 
to the work experience section, and typing it up again. Hopefully, I'll have 
better luck finding jobs this year than I did last year. 


(Actually, I suppose my luck turned out to be good in the end—it was 
merely the timing that was atrocious——and nervewracking. ) 


For those interested in the back-to-school damages, they are as follows: 
about $140 for books, $75 for a parking sticker, $25 to cover the cost of 
typesetting and printing the resume, and I don't even want to think about 
tuition... 


Could somebody in Champaign bring me a copy of Collapzine #3 next time 
they come to Chicago? Greg was going to, but either couldn't find one, or 
forgot...(how's that for changing subjects in mid-stream?) 


There is still too much page here to fill. 


Back at the economy——the stock market doesn't seem to care much for 
Reagan's economic package-—or maybe they don't believe he can get more cuts 
through Congress. I don't know. (I remember how I irritated one of my 
finance professors last year by stating that the stock market wasn't rational. 
Looking at the way that world markets reacted to Granville's latest prediction, 
I tend to stand by my opinion...) The latest word has it that Reagan is 
in favor of a scaled-down MX system and about 50 new B-1 bombers. Frankly, 
given the state of the budget, I could do without the MX. On the other hand, 
the bombers are probably still useful-—-—and a lot easier to call back than 
an ICBM. 


Well, I detect that the end of the page is approaching (somewhere down 
there), so let me close with Roper's First Law of Economics: Any economic 
theory when applied to a real economy will eventually change the nature of 
the economy so that the theory no longer applies. 


Since I'm handing this in at Conclave, I won't say see you there. Maybe 
at Chambanacon? 


Ta bY (he ho [bs A Q Lee 


CHAPTER THREE oe 


| In Which 
Doug, Gretchen, and Paul Go Hunting and Catch a Worldcon 


All text © 1981 Paul Gadzikowski, 6237 Lakewood #A1, Chicago, Il, 
60660, (312)-DETHWT (thank you, Bill Roper). This is a publication 
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Chapter Two was supposed to be in Apa-=tech #14, but, due to cir- 
cumstances beyond a neoapan's ken, wasn't. I told Renee just to use 
it in #15, but I wanted to share some experiences J had at Denver, 
my first Worldcon. 


Tuesday on the way there Doug, who is, as most of you are vrobably 
aware, the number one John Williams fan, was talking about the Raiéers 
score; he said that the epitome of the appropriateness of Williams 
theme for Jones is the scene when he gets on the horse to chase the 
Ark. I wasn't sure about this, and was going to say so; but all through 
the morning I'd been trying to remember how that theme goes, and when 
Doug said that, it came back to me. 


I put six ink versions of my dailies into the art show. Sunday 
two went for quick sale; to someone named "S, Seithann" whose name I've 
seen on ay bids sheets before. I wonder if this person is male or 
female. o then I get my copy of the control sheet with the check, 
and it has this person's full name on it. The person is named Sandy 
Seithann. | 


I had a second person tell me that s/he likes my cartoons bet- 
ter than Phil Foglio's. Gee. 


I doscovered Cerebus the Aardvark. I'd met him briefly bwo 
or three times before, but I finally decided to be formally intro- 
duced. Saturday I bought the two (so far) volumes of Swords of Cerebus 
(reprints of the early issues, which are rare). Sunday 1 bought a 
the rest. When I like something... Actually it was only fair. I'd 
purchased Mmy Schaefer's membership to go, and she's a big Cerebus 
fan, I called her at home and asked her if there were any back (or 
current) issues she wanted. She only had one. By the time I finished 
running around the huckster room she only lacked one, and the mini- 
Comicon here in CHicago the other weekend took care of that. 


A bunch of us sat with Jeff and Garol at the Hugo. ceremony, 
near the back of the auditorium. Foglio (who was presenting) came back 
and tried to convince Jeff to come sit with the other nominees, but Jeff 
refused. His reasongéng went something like this: "I don't know those 
people. These are the people I know. When they read my name [twice] 
everyone else is going to say, 'Who the hell is Jeff Duintemann?'! 

But these people will be cheering and I want to be here to hear it. 
I would much rather be with my friends." 


As we left the hotel Monday Doug, Gretchen, and I were a 


wondering why we had such a good time at such a mediocre con. The 
three of us mutually came to the conclusion that it was the company. 


THE JERRY-BUILT ZINE #3: 


You May Seek It With Thimbles 


The Jerry-built Zine is published by Irrelevant Titles Press, a front for Gerald 
Corrigan, 1304 Turtle Creek Drive, Apartment E, Palatine, IL 60067. 
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Life goes on. I didn't contribute last time, neglected even to postmail, 
and now I must contribute of face the axe. (Somehow I find it hard to picture 
Brunner's G. T. Buckfast wielding an axe, Maybe I should have used a different 
metaphor. ) 

Several of you have heard me say that I was going to replace my car Real 
Soon Now. I'd been saying it for two years; someone must have heard me. Well, 

I finally did it. Five days after I found out that I could buy a car at a very 
good rrice with no haggling at one particular dealer through a special deal 
Motorola had arranged, I saw that one of my tires was coming apart. As the spare 
couldn't be trusted, I needed a new tire. Then I saw GMAC's ad promising a 13.&% 
rate on car loans. To top it off, the dealer had a car that was almost exactly 
what I would have specified were I ordering a car. The only snag in the deal 

was that GMAC came back with a request that either I make a down payment which 
would destroy my cash reserves, or my parents guarantee the loan. I managed the 
down payment, but it was a nasty surprises 

The car, by the way, is an Oldsmobile Omega Brougham two-door with manuah 
transmission, brakes, and steering. It has one feature which I probably wouldn't 
have ordered, but which is good for startling people - - a power antenna. 

I have recently returned from Urcon, where I had a very good time, It 
Was good seeing everyone, Asimov and Jittlov were entertaining, and even the — 
long drive was tolerable. 

Enough of this. I'm ina hurry, sol think it's time for the mailing 
comments. 


THE RECURSION COLUMN 


‘Transporter Topics by Fodford E. Smith: I’m not all that certain our lifespan 
will be significantly increased in my lifetime, but I'm not worrying about it. 
Sure, I'd enjoy an extra hundred years, but if I can look back on my life and 
say that I accomplished just a few of the things I'd like to, I'll die content. 
Anyway, I can picture my life being extended in such a way that I would not 
enjoy that extra hundgrsd years. 


The Eighth Orbital by Jamie Hanrahan: Glad the job turned out better than you 
thought. ct Bill R. : I will not rant and rave about polities this time, but 

I agree with you vehemently. A/D converters whieh convert in less than 160 ns. 

are expensive, but not as expensive as you imply, especially since only six bits 

of precision would be of any use. The real expense would be the device that 
records on the videodisk at 36 Mbits/s. (For those who are wondering where 

I got my numbers; It is necessary to sample at a rate at least twice the bandwidth 
of the signal being sampled. Jamie said 3 MHz. The numbers follow. The six 

bits is something I heard about at work.) 


DNaLKS AwWayé 


as Gonzo's Erratic Epicycles by Valli Hoski: Once again I say to one of my 

friends, "Once agai. again, congratulations on..." In your case, the new job. 
(A anick aside: I don't know why, but I seem to feel far more comfortable 
using sentence fragments here than in Windyapa. ) Give Greg more credit than 
that. It would dry out if left in vacuum that long. I'm sure he put it in 
stasis until next year. I thought you were stretching it when you extended 
Chicago as far as Kalamazoo. I fully expect you to be changing the Moon's 
name to Evanston within the year. The odds are; 


one chance in ss = 2985, assuming the 27 members Greg listed contribute. 


With the twelve people who actually contributed, it's one chance in 220, 
Oops! Correction! The numbers are 117 and 22. I forgot to allow the 
sequence of three Bills to begin anywhere in the issue. 
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help to get places, Crise t know why I seem to keep imputing great powers to 
Greg this time, except that other people have suggested something in there zines. ie 


Once agains o e 
Smith's Corona by Dick Smith; RAEBNC 


So This Is How Chicago Looked Before It Grew Up - - Kalamazoo! by Donna Struwe: 
RAEBNG 


The Quintessential Singularity byGregory Ruffa: See previous comment. 


Life in the Northern Wasteland by Guy Wicker: I'M afraid I've got to do the same 


A i>. cee =| GR 


to you as I did to the last three. 


General Tektonics by Jeff Sekiya: Heathkit is expensive because they design 
those things so that nearly anyone can put one together and get it to work. 
The extra engineering time and the relatively small volume drive up the cost, 


UV Days and IR Nights by Keith Alan Thorne: RAHBNC 


Incorrect Thoughts by Marty Franz; the same 
I See By My Raygun by Renee Sieber: You're right. It makes a great story. 


I had intended to write a longer zine, with many comment hooks and mailing 
comments, but, as usual, I'm doing this at the last minute (in this case, typing 
desperately to get this done before I go to work so I can get it Xeroxed today 
and shipped to Conclave via Roper Express). One of these days I'll shock 
everyone by doing a nice long zine, but this time, I'll have to send out my 
usual RAEBNC-filled minac. 
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MORE OF LIFE AND LIVING (YOU CALL THIS LIVING?) IN KALAMAZOO 


A zine for Apa#Tech i115, being written, as usual, somewhere 
between the official and the unofficial deadline. Produced 
by Donna Struwe who resides at 530 W. Walnut St. in the huge 
Metropolis of Kalamazoo, Mi. 49007. 
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I think I'll start out with some con reports this time... 


DENVENTION=selling went rather badly, and the weapons 

policy had many people annoyed. But on the whole I enjoyed 

myself, and I even got a few chances to sneak off and see my 
brother who lives out there. Also, we had only minor 

problems with the car on the way out, and none on the way 

back==a welcome relief after Westercon. I also managed to 

sell 5 staffs there which was good. 


BABELCON=*this was a very small convention in Grand Rapids. 
The coneom was made up of a group who come to see us every 


few weeks bringin Y i s to tour our. shop. It was 
definitly an Bao for § ent When we walked into the 


huekster room, we had on one side awestruck fans saying "The 
weapons people are here", "Isher is here", and words to that 
effect, and on the other the con com saying "Is this table 
OK?==swe'll get you another one","Do you have enough room?" 
and then moving another table that was already set up to 
give us an extra two feet. We sold $700 in two days with 
C00 people there. The con itself wasn't that great===almost 
no parties and no eon suite, but the masquerade was good== 
with the moderators posing as Canadians from "The Great 
White North" as seen on Second City Television. I also 
sold 2 more staffs, which now, by popular demand, light 
up. They have a slow pulsating light. All in all, it was a 
reasonably nice convention. 


CONCLAVE=*once again selling was bad, but I still managed to 
sell 2 more staffs. But they didn't have any film program, 
and the pool (so I was told) was filled with skinny=dippers 
and I wasn't inclined to join then. I think the fact that 
we lost money on this con wasS most of what did it, but I 
spent the weekend basicly depressed, and not enjoying myself 
at all. It would have been better for me not to go. 
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As for my home life, aS one might guess, my time has 
been used a great deal for making staffs. We've also spent 
a little time working on the attic. When the attic is 
finished, we're going to play musical bedrooms. The lab 
will be transferred to the attic, and that room will become 
Tullio's. Alex will then get Tullio's room and his will 
become mine. The only one who stays put is Renee. 


And now, I Suppose, I should get on with mailing comments 
COVER=ummm....it's interesting. 


555 TIMES=you only said "my name is Inigo Montoya"==you 
forgot the "hello" 


DR. GONZO#I like you're "Scratch=n= sniffs". Congratulations 
on your new job==I hope all goes well for you. 


PACKAGE TOURS#=I hadn't realized that Roxanne offered you her 
job when she left. How do you like it? 


FLUKE=you didn't really drive to Colorado Springs from 
Denver just to go to Pikes Peak, did you? And 
unfortunatly, as I'm sure you noticed, Denver isn't the 
best place in Colorado to view mountains from. 


UV DAYS+re "the recent Libyan incident" I assume you refer 
to the shooting down of 2 Libyan planes. Please 
remember, they shot first==it was not a case of 
bloodlust=it was self=defense. 


INCORRECT#=(first, a message to everyone re Marty's commenta 
yes, give him good suggestions of reading material== 
Uncle Marty's story time has not been making an 
appearence as of late.) "Escape from New York" may only 
be worth a dollar, but you have to admit, the end is 
good. 


RAYGUN#=I'd say you're story was to absurd to be true, but I 
was there and I know that it's absurd=but true. 
Perhaps you could have dwelled a bit more on the good 
parts of the trip. There were some pretty good times 
after all. But I still wouldn't want to do that again. 
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Well, we won't be at another econ until November which 
brings around Chambanacon. Maybe the intervening time will 
help»=I've been at too many conventions in the past few 
months. More than I had been at the entire year before. In 
many ways it's nice to be able to travel so much, but it's 
also tiring and nerve-#wrecking. Sigh. Life here hasn't 
always been all I'd expected, and it's sometimes much more 
than l'd expected. The two together keep it interesting. 


And now it's time to get back to work, I Suppose. Or 
maybe l'll just take the night off=that is one advantage to 
working here=~=l virtually choose my working schedule. 


Till next issue, hope you all stay well and happy. 
===DONNA 
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Thin air and Cosmic R Rays 


Better Red Than Dead 


a “Howard. ‘Davidson and Jefe Duntemann tipped ‘me. off to ‘Chris 
Ss wemay’ Ss ideas. on the. terraforming Of. Macs. I missed his talk at 
 Denvention, but. several people had said it was. really good. So | 

"after tracking him down, I met with. Chris. in his:  Ganow Tower, 

office at the Ue of ‘Colorado. * : wes a | a 

“all and bearded, | ‘Chris | is cut. “from the same ‘eloth as 
somebody like Ruffa or Barry Gehm, but. is. if possible even more 
Manic in leaping from idea to idea. He's working to- bring. 
 @Gareful scientific analysis” to the highly. ‘speculative area of 

oo  tercraforming, and has - ‘begun to lay) groundwork for. formal 
discussions + of it. : 7 —— re 


He ‘He gave. me. a draft of his. paper "on werraforming. Mars," which 
he? Ss still working on. te covers several Amportant points: 
-e-Given Earthlike. atmospheres ‘and ‘rotation | rates, ‘Mercury, 


_ Venus, — and the. Moon. would still be too het to be habitable. 
Mars, however, is near or within ‘the habitable. fange Of 


_ gonditions and thus” is. a good candidate for Reredbortins “2 


| entfould conditions on a tecraformed Mars ‘be stable? In. 


early issue of "The - "Quintessential Singularity" “Greg, Raffa a 
. discussed Bart! 8 work: suggesting that on] Ly ain a very narrow 

a the sun (.95 to 1.01 AU) would 
habitable planet. remain. habitable for the billions of years . 

-  meeded to develop complex life. McKay leans | toward” the... 
alternative "Gala hypothesis" of Lovelock and. “Margulis, which 


se oF 
: tet ’ 


_ proposes — that the very existence of life, or more, precig 
eeologies, tends to moder es, Bs its ogee ‘bhe Bh estabiiSRea” 


We Gia ss 


“enough time. “to do mailing. comments and very “Little selec, fll 
_ have to save my. reminiscences about the trip for a later . date. , 
AS a. taste, I'll toss out cone experience T had there which may / 
on be_ of. interest to Apa~Tech readers. - coe 
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planetary scale, acts in such a manner as to maintain the 
planetary environment at conditions which are beneficial to | 
biology and to allow for a complex and diverse biota." 


(Personally, while I am not acquainted in detail with the 
Gaia notion, I am suspicious of its vague teleology. It sounds 
abit too much Like wishful thinking, especially in this 
context. Obviously I shall have tec bone up both on the 
hypothesis and its criticisms. Any help from the ecologically 
ortented among you will be appreciated. See James E. Lovelock ¢. 
Galas A New Look at Life on Earth. ) | | 
--Chris Looks at the present state of Mars to guess whether 
there exist enough useful comyounds to build an atmosphere. — 
Even after the Viking landings, our estimates of the amounts of 
water, carbon dioxide, and nitrogen are uncertain by an order of 
magnitude. Still, the numbers for HO and CO, are at least in 
_ the right ballpark. The bottleneck “may be iff the N. available, 
- which seems too Low by a factor of a thousand. 


| ae®,. While alterations in the habitable state of a planet 
may be accomolished by suitable applications of technology, the 
ultimate stability and control of the planetary environment is 
dependent on the planetary biology." First, Mars would be 
warmed enough to release an atmosphere or so of CO,. Using 1% of 
the scolar energy shining on the planet, this process. would take 
a century. Then the greenhouse effect would keep Mars warm 
while plants or other organisms released oxygen from the carbon | 
dioxide and nitrogen from the soil. This phase would last — 
around 100,000 years; the Planet would then. be more Or less 
livable for animal life. | 


7 ~—A missing piece of the “puzale is a description of the 
"designed" ecosystems, one that. would generate a habitable Mars, 
another (?) that would stabilize its climate in a Gaia-like. 
Manner. TI. infer that the finished paper will treat this problem. 
in a bit cf detail. Chris is burning up time on computers all 
over Boulder with his models. He is also making annual trips to | 
Antarctica to study the ecology of the dry vaileys there. This - 
 .is the most Mars-like environment on our world, and may hold 
3 clues to the direction of Efurther studies. 


The method to be used for the ‘inte fal warmup of Mars is very _ 
much, er, up in the air right now. Various suggestions have 
been made, and I don't know how many of them have been worked. 
out seriously: painting the icecaps black, orbiting solar 
mirrors comparable in area to the planet, bombing the volcanoes 
into activity, dropping energetic asteroids. or comets, beaming 
microwaves into the atmospher from power satellites. A 
comparison of the effectiveness * and cost of these methods would 
be a useful piece of work. Also, Chris did not discuss shipping © 

ise or nitrogen to Mars Erom elsewhere (Asimov's "The Martian 
Way" or Dyson's books , which could conceivably help the attrogen — 
Problem. _ | | | | 
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| “Shalmeneser-- Good ‘jobs hope. it. took ‘some of the pressure off 
Renee this summer. According to your index, some of the 
-Leng-time members seem to have contributed only two gines in six 
mailings. I don't like to drop people from apas, and I know we. 
don't have a waitlist (so a dropped member can easily get back 
inp, but. 1 do" wish, that ‘People would ‘Participate : at the required 
_ level. - = 


oo “ Mike-- Handwritten zine? ‘Now, you. know what it’, Ss Like. to ‘be 
- Diaplotess. Seriously, I admire your determination. — - 7 


But Kio Williams, you! re not. 


oo Jamie-- How: did you. ever manage to submit a gine before the 
deadline? (Right now it looks as if. this one won't make it into 
ATLA. // Yest! a Diablo is better than a Decwriter - any day. 
 -:£ hate the "furry" look of dot-matrix printing. f// Word is that. 
the. Air. Force is looking at plans for a smaller, lighter shuttle — 
of «~6its) «own for the late 1990's. It could be Launched on short 
notice, perhaps from an airplane, to. replace downed strategic 
_ satellites. or: perform other space | combat missions during a 
_ erisis. aos ee rs | | : 


Apa gutspill: Ite “seems “to be 
typical. . The first apa I. read 
regularly was Agapa, over. Renee's — 
shoulder while she was in dt. The 
. Arizonans were always pouring out 
- (often boring) details of their > 
- personal lives... This exposure . 
made me (wary Of apas for” a long 
time. - ce, a 


a a ‘seriously “a@oubt ‘that ta 
Sean - focused — Microwave — beam | eould 
“ey aghieve the energy density 
Sw, possible with lasers. // STL 
“ starflight is still worthwhile, aS 
“so - Tipler.. points out in Physics = _ 
 foday, gather - seientific — 
| | Tee tion, | long as you send _ 
a automated» ‘peobes: and not people. 
ek a ff The "Small Is Beautiful". school _ 
a certainly not one of © 
es | | oe ee "fnon-thought," as a. _teading, of 
— _ “pg Ponmacher ee book will show. 
"appropriate “technology”: a lousy term, ‘though. //Dancing: 
what's to know? Most of us. "got. our start by faking it, and have 
been doing ever since. — There. aren't any rigid rules, at 
- least for. the “rock 'n! roll dance floor, and all you need is the | 
- confidence that: you! re. not teally being watched | by everyone else 
in the OOM. oe | re ne 


UnsouncG Effects 


Misha-- I miss the Space Colony Apartments. f/f % Semen #556 
Times" was rather cute. | 


Bill L.=-- I apolaud your slightly demented Inappropriate Tech 
issue. It was kind of hard to tell whether you were kidding. 


Violent stuff: at Inconjunction in Indy, the fan working 
security at the artshow kept hugging his enormous sword (in its 
scabbard) as if it were a teddy bear. I contend that security 
people at cons should NRVER be armedi That fan should have Left 
his sword in his room, or been relieved of his position. tf 
guns, knives, orf truncheons are felt necessary, the concom 
should hire professionals who can take responsibility for the 
weapons. (Though such a necessity seems quite remote at an SF 
con, } : oo 


Dave-- "What sort of tool would you use to lathe neutronium?" 
The Lathe of Heaven, cf sourse. (Actually, you could only co 
that if you maintained a hydrostatic pressure around the 
neutconium which was sufficient to keep it from disintegrating 
into some less dense form of matter. Your workshop would have 
to be a weird place indeed.}// i thought you could draw before 
Architecture LL2: perhaps not so well, Buh you were as gcod 4 
cartoonist as any of us. Besides, Keith once sold a cartcon 
badge at Autoclave fer three bucks, SO a: ¢ feel tco sorry for 
him...// Mike & Alice saw the TV Hitchhiker's Guide in Toronto, 
and report it yery good as well as Gates ite faithful to the radio 
show. 


You fail to give the name of your moonrocks professor at Wash 
U. Is it Dave Lindstrom, Larcy Haskin, or somebody else? Sf 
The "voting blocs" for the big semiprogines are roughiy twenty 
times larger than the 30 to 60 votes a group like GT could 


ou 
eonceivably scrounge uo. Also, no interested parties haye to 
ray 


goad people to vote for SFR or Locus. However, in the era 
before a few eines got the lock (loc?) on the fanzine Hugo, 
there were examoles of special-interest gines winning its: 


ERBdon, a Burroughs fanzine published by | Camilie Cazgedessus, 


Jy., Won in i966; and George Scithers's sword *m sorcery gine 


Amya took the rocket in 1964, 


Rod-- Admittecdiy this iS quibbling, but I seem te recall that 
the rocket engine installed in an Pel04 was a Liquid-fuel one 
The purpose was te test the effectiveness of attitude jets 
(whith which the plans was alse ecuippead) at high altitudes 


9 


where ailerons, rudders, and elavaters ne longer werk. 


: fre 


ft would still be quite difficult to sut a modified airplane, 
even a fast one, into erbit. Phe reason lies in Greg's sine of 
last mailings the important quantity in achieving orbit is 
yelocity. The speed necessary tO reach a Given altitude is much 
Smaller than that needed to Sustain #n orbit at that altitude. 
TE your souped-ue F-10a were tossed vertically to a height of 
150 nautical miles, it would have to be given an initial, , speed 
of 2,19 Km / SEG. Buk aceerding te Gragg, to acnleve Orbit’ Les 
a ince. ae ae ee 

speed woule nave =O Pe BS'e than three times ypsgatere= 7,6) 
kma/sec. Alas, a stock 104 can ado oniv about Mach"2 of° 1500 KPa; 


Fs) 


. movie 
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 @ pakery 0.67 km/sec. — So” its” “epeed - “as. far from ‘sufficient 
_ehther: to get to Space, or. stay there. owe cra 


Za recall. hearing of a , proposal a few years. ago, “though, | 


pout. gannon on “high-speed planes and use them to shoot. ied 


satellites. If your gun could loft a projectile to the same _ 


height as a satellite, just as the satellite was going by, you — 
Gan see from the numbers above that the shell and its target 

would be closing at about five kilometers per second. This is 

enough to do tremendous damager it only you can insure that (they 


_ connect. | 


_— - tN 


engaging entertainment, and are typically more sophisticated in 


Speaking of speed, ‘I. find “it. \para” to ‘believe that. the ; 
Missiles your tanks fire ‘could » be "hypersonic." | Seens they | 
could hardly be cost-effective over such short ranges. //° At 
ss Benvention I managed to see a few hours of those fabled Japanese 
animated films. While they are not great art, they can be 


 sonception and execution than comaprable American work. Martha 
Soukuo put it very well when she sighed, "Their cheap animation 


is so much better than our cheap animation..." > Jin 


- Fuerstenberg, Doug Rice, and Martha belong to the. : 
- Cartoon/Fantasy Organization, which ‘imports Japanese © cartoons, 


But they're up north someplace, and r'd find it very hard tO. 


ake. the Sunday afternoon meetings. : 


oo: Greg-- rea be taking: some more ‘electronics. “coaioes ee 
You'll Believe A Techie Can Blinki// I, too, was disappointed in. 


Swoperman Tu. But you must admit that, for all its flaws, the 
plotting was far above the level of the comic. book's, 


“which | is execrable.// Balloons in your gatellite beams? Can! bo 


the FAA do anything? Have “you considered antiaircraft guns?//_ 


- Jerry-- "2.21 spent eighteen months “working — with what ro 
consider a very inappropriate use of technology.” Would you. 


eare to. elaborate on this remark? You have piqued the 


-. guriosity, I am sure, of all your readers... OF N baa folly - 


_ protected by Motorola’ s Loyalty Oath? | 


“Valli-= 2° m SOEEY > but "A Techie’ 8 Guide, Part rr was pretty 


much a failure. The parodied tech-manual style might have been 
cute for about a paragraph, but its continuation throughout made 


the gine unreadable. Your first piece of worthwhile information 


didn t appear until the very bottom of the first page! 


Tt ae 
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‘Comments. on Apa-ech 14 


| Inigo-- Glad. you got ‘the mailing to. us at ‘last. But a. “Little | 
bird told me that. no zines were in even at. the unofficial 
deadline. Waiting this long makes: it hard for the rest of us to 
get the next. gine. finished, ‘cause there ain't much time left 
before the next deadline. Personally, T would have mailed out a _ 
cover and an empty ToC, and let everybody postmail or hold stuff | 
ill the next mailing. What the hell are deadlines for,. anyway? 
Is this a regular publication, or not?? (I can afford to be 
smug; my cover was submitted months. in. advance, and T chose. hot 
to do a zine this time.) | oo | 7 


Rod-— Perhaps” your bomb-pumped- laser weapon can. be - fired at 
fifty targets simultaneously, but I find it difficult. to. imagine 
many situations where that capability would be useful. Maybe a 
/ Brawenptive strike situation, where you would want to hit a Lot | 

ane time without warning. | 
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The "collapsiun” you “describe is essentially white dwarf 
matter, and in most places outside stellar interiors is 
practically as unstable as. -neutroniun. a too, requires 
immense “hydrostatic pressure ocr other force to. Keep its 
particles from. turning into atoms-- just not as mach. ff IL. 
complained above that. your "hypersonic mini-missiles* seemed too a 
fast. Six paragraphs later, the enemy launches a second missile = 
over the same "nearby hill,* and it is "too close for the 
_. interceptors." Make uo your mind... re re 


Unscund 


Jamie-- Missed you at the con. Next year, I guess. // Just 


for information, my clenched-fist-wearing-digital-watch logo 5 
predates Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by a couvole of years. 

I cooked it up after Pournelle quoted Joe Coates's cemark on the 
Appropriate Technology movement. *Wwnoe,* he said, Fcould ¥ 


possibly be in favor of inappropriate technology?" I£ If had 
any partisans, they would surely need a banner to rally round. 
// You have brought Zeno's Paradox to the video revolution with 
your explication of taping programs for the future when you'’il 
have time to watch them. Many of us have similar problems with 
our reading lists. | 


The “little guys® in fanzines award prizes to their peers: 
the Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards Poll (FAAnst. Voters 
must have been active in writing, publishing, or drawing for 
fanzines during the previous calendar year. At the Worldcon I 
happened onto a party in Moshe Weder’s room where he was 
distributing ballots. if you know your way around fangines a 
little, and would like to nominate, request a ballot from Gary 
Farber, 4227 8th Ave., Seattle, Wash. 98105. I believe that 
acahacking counts as eligibility: certainly centributions to 
Pyro count. Moshe said that the "real*® fanzine editors are 
pretty wall resigned to never seeing a Hugo again. Perhaps 
that's part of the reason the FAAns were founded in L974. _ 


Mey, if we created @ Semiprogine category, where would we get 
nominees besides Locus, Starship, & SFR? And wouldn't the. 
publisne rs GE the other zines be bigger SUCKERS than the "other 
guys" in the present category? 


 Valli~-=- Congratulations om the new ‘ob. Yeah, let's take 
everybody polkaeing at the Serbian Club. But peopie shouldn't 
Feel bad if they don't dance. Femember, they alse Serh who enly 
stand and wait.../fAs one who helped create the Great Techie 

Myth ("Techies have no you-know-what")} you damn well ought to be 

able to tear it down, But it dees smack of the Media Events 
invent a trend, then déclare it unfashionable a bit Later. ff 

During my vacation I came to feel about as vou do concerning 

Boulder. Perhaps some of my feelings WLil leak into this zine. 
before I am through writing it. | 


Gretchen-- "She slaps! She shuffles! She flaps! She wrints 
Basic I[talie! Sae predicts the weather! Step right uo, come 
one, come alli"// Your white satin seft Shuttle, with black 


velour undersides, bowled me over. t was excited when Bio 
Trimble asked you to market the pattern with her. Hope it works 
out well. lt could be the next fad, . espe Gilally among 
L3-year-old girls who want to be mpboiieeeteeeeeed Aha! you are , 
trying to enmesh poor Laserdave in your Villiers plets. You are : 
as corrupt as Gorgonzola. — . 


Bouge=~ EF guess you Aldn’e ¢ gat ye we at Pike's, Neither 
aqid 2, bub EF did galumoh up = in Recky Mountain National 
Patk after the con, And we drove uO Mt. Evans to about 14 
Kieek. (// te would be embarassing 1f your waist were te pass 
mine (a 34) on the way down! 7 | 


Cu 
Eat 


a 
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Dick-- Since you arrived in Rochester five hours before I was 
to leave, and that was during sleepytime, we didn't share any of © 
that berserker. But I had- a good times even without your 
esteemed company... | | | | ae 


‘Donna-— A A fine title! Nice t to see you still. hanging» on in 
the apa. // Good point-- Tipler’s probes could indeed be here, 
not informing us about their presence. His point | is that if 
they are not here, then other civilizations may not exist. VW I 
must admit that a self-reproducing machine is a tong way off, 

especially one able to do the job from “scratch*-- asteroidal - 
gaw materials. But there seems nothing impossible in principle 
about it, and it would have countless applications here at home, — 
so we'd be likely to develop it. anyway « For more details,. see 
the Byson book I mentioned { Disturbing the Universe, which is — 
so good you should read it in any Sager oo 


| Greg-- When will we. get to play with Alice’ s Capsela set? We 
I will certainiy have more to say both about starflight and 
about planetoid-moving, but not this mailing. Re yr ct Jamie: _ 
'explain... how vacuum acts as a thermal insulator?" Can Jamie 
be thinking about thermos bottles? In a vacuum neithez 
- conduction nor convection is available to transfer heat from one > 
place to another, but radiation still works fine. This is why | 
the inner and outer walls of the bottle are silvereds dt cuts = ¢ 
_ down on thermal radiation (i.e, infrared). It's easy to get in = 
the habit of. thinking of that vacuum as an insulator, like 
_ styrofoam | or glass wool. : OT | 


a Guy-- “The traditional plastic sheet and electric fan 
temporary housing unit was constructed..." ' Great Rescoe! You 
have the typical. fannish mentality om itt it's been done at least 
once, it’s a tradition! a | ee ae 


| Jeff-- Sorry the Sigmanet collapsed. before you could get on 
it. Circumstances beyond our control, and like that. Sf Nobody 
drummed up the enthusiasm to. organize | the serounging, — 
_. eoil-winding, and assembly necessary for a mass-driver. -s 
obtained the information, but was not about. to direct a 
grandiose © project. But I. still think ie’s a good piece of 
basement engineering, though we didn’* t seem to come up with. any 
fundamental improvements in it. | | oe 


Keith-- "Being Known as- a bullier of third-world countries is 
not a. good rep.” Ah, but if you have co. bully somebody, Libya 
is an excellent choicei //. Sereaming ng Yellow Zonkers once had _ 
very funny copy printed all over the box, but the copy  — 
eventually disappeared. // Saw a button ae Woridcon: "Secular 
Humanist Defense League. © | | oo | So 


| Marty-- Story Time sounds like . at great. idea. Get Lem's _ 
 Cyberiad, dynamite fairy tales for con iputers, plenty ef which © 
demand to be read aloud. Any of Robert F. Capon’s gookbooks, 
but espe: Cially — The Supper cf the Lamb wand Food for Thought. 
Bill Veeck's autobiography Veeck, a5 ins mo rack. ‘Maybe | "Richard 
Bach’s Nothing by Chance-- 4 summer z spent “barnstorming in a 1929 
biplane through 1966s America. What about the original? . (Good 


maccund Béceots 


stories Lurk | in Charles Lindberch!s. Spirit of St. Louis. Fred. 


pou's. autobiography, The Hay the. the Future Was. “Joseph Heller's 
novel, Cateh-22. | : | 


| Bill Mauldin's memoirs of a WII cartoonist, ‘The Brass Bing... 


Bor Short neais, how about the three collections ” of gv 


short-shorts ecited ty Asimov. with Conklin Ox OlandersGreenbetq? 


any of Robert Genchley* S essay Collections are wonderful aionda. 


bet’ passages in Hunter Thowpson would be good, too. Arthor 
Clarke ts hemoreus anc for spectlative ‘science essays, as in 
Pscliles of the ‘future, might do, if everybody hasn't a@yready - 
reac cc thes. | What about Coréwainer Smith? a@ trifle weird, but 


thic is supposed to be eGucationsl,.. of some of Damon Knight's 
spicier: book Teviews, from in Search of Wonder? | a 


‘You must net neglect the poets! Read Ogden Nash and Rudyard 


kipling, ane Gf course Chesterton's *Lepante," for qood unsubtle 


fun. Fass the book around the table when you get hoarse. i'll 


doubtless. come_ up with more ) ideas, and tip you off as. I think of 
| then. | | | oe — | | | 


“eRehot Wars" sounds Like an inter? tguing ganie | with lots Of 
pussibilities. — ‘Perhaps we Should rip off ‘the idea to design our. 


own game. | 


Renee "5 See by My Raygua® is 4 fine story, but. 60 
 geif-contained that it’s a bit aifvicult to comment. one A : 


_ couple. of the subheads were inspired indeed. 


 Relf-- tak “puzzled about your plotter. Boes 4 wake. a copy 


directly from the screen image, or does it run around with a 


pen, carefully dascribding all those tiny little *BPA-TECHS* on 
the paper? Im the Latter case it must take forever to do. — 
Garden Sharh demonstrated the color computer-aided design (CAD) 
i. terminal he uses ab Cray, W while Wait Liles»scher and i goshwowed — 
appropriately. Seexs te te a bit similar to your system, runs _ 


Cm an Eclipse, — has pernags not as much resolution, | and is 
limited “3 @ few colors in one frame, Gordon had a lot of fun 
with plotter graphics while doing a U.S. map for the Denvention 
people. . 7 . a . _ oe ~ ee 


| Ble Looking forward to your dance Af 1 cto ake te tc 
| Chansanacon. Eere’s hoplag the Comtal is doing its trieks by 


then.) th Just how would the "machinery and electronics® ontit 


ints. a. self-solving Rubik’s Cube work? Sounds Like a knotty) 


asian problein. ff ea E£nere are Six people 7 in "Hotel 
California,” why are you cooking for nine and a half? 


-& Shange of Venue, but Not of Avenue 


| Bazxy "thet Year in Chigagot® Geom nas changed nis. address. 
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fe. is now at 125 Burchan, — Apt. 10, Bast Lansing, Michigan 


—643323. Bea gua still tbe ceached at (517733779301 at home, and 
(S17) 353-8044 in his MSU Lab. _ 


THE EIGHTH ORBITAL 
a contribution to APA-TECH number 15 by 


Jamie Hanrahan 
18225 Kingsdale Ave., #208 
Redondo Beach, CA 90278 


This has got to end. 


A little over a month ago, I spent a week in Millinocket, Maine, teaching 
what DEC calls an "on-site course", i.e., a course taught at a customer's loca- 
tion. 


I won't print what I'd like to call it. 
This week, I'm doing another on-site in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 


Like I said -- this has got to end. Gail and I haven't been married for 
six months yet, and already I've spent two weeks out of town. Oh, they told 
me there would be some travel involved in this job -—- "minimal" travel, they 
said, when I expressed concern about it. It looks as though their definition 
of "minimal" -- two weeks out of the last seven -- isn't exactly what I had 
in mind. I love nearly every other aspect of this job, and this is the only 
thing that I'm really unhappy about, but it's a biggie. If DEC can't assure 
me that there will be no more travel, period -- and it's highly unlikely that 
they can, or will -- I'll have to be moving on. 


Oh well, on to the 
MAILING COMMENTS ON APA-TECH 14 
COVER: Er... interesting. I like it, I think. 


GTB (why are you called G. T. Buckfast, anyway?): If I wasn't planning to 
write any more in my contrib than you did in this one, the fact that the dead- 
line is only two weeks from the day I got AT14 wouldn't bother me a bit. As 
it is, though... 


Hmm, that gives me an idea. 


--- END OF MAILING COMMENTS --- 


Due to the extremely close deadline, and other pressing matters, etc., 
etc., and in the hopes that GTB will see the light and not impose such strin- 
gent deadline requirements in the future, I am going to cut this zine short. 
Mailing comments for the zines in AT14 wilt appear next time. BCNU! 


... AS WE PLAN OUR ESCAPE 


a contribution to APA-TECH #15 which attempts to answer the musical 
question "Can a young physicist escape the clutches of the military- 
industrial complex to continue his search for happiness despite the 
best efforts of Ronnie Ray-gun and the We-Can-Win-World-War-Three Gang?" 
For those keeping track, this is also Fanchild in the Promised Land #6. 
Written for some unknown party's amusement and edification by Keith 


phone at (213 
BO@QAQEQO GOODS QS 


STATUS REPORT 


Last time I stated that a change of job and venue was in the offing. 
Unfortunately the offering was offed. I was under consideration for a 
position at Fermilab outside Chicago working for John Peoples on the 
Tevatron I project.(Don't worry. This only makes sense to Bill H.) 

As I should have expected, Reagun decided he had to pare the 1983 and 
'8), budgets, so when Fermilab had to reshuffle its previously-trimmed 
budgets, the opening had to be axed. Of course, in contrast my current 
department at Hughes Aircraft can't seem to hire enough people to work 
on all the defense contracts they have won. When I told my department 

I wouldn't be leaving as soon as expected, he chuckled and said he was 
sorry for me, but not really. Why do I get the feeling this country is 
taking on a siege mentallity and all the creative types have to pitch in 
and do something "for the duration"? I got real depressed right then, 
but pulled out of it with the conviction that to succeed I will just have 
to lower my sights a bit, and thus widen my search a bit. Thus possible 
jobs include medical technology, some electronics and computers, as well 
as particle physics. Locales include Chicago and environs, Minneapolis, 
perhaps Michigan, and maybe Colorado. Thus I have begun combing the ads 
in the trade journals, and arranging to get the want ads of selected 
newspapers. Perhaps I will even contact some headhunters, though I don't 
quite match their desired 2-5 years. The more I stay in my current sit- 
uation, the more I feel trapped in a future not of my design or liking. 
I think I will find happiness about the time I figure out what makes me 
happy. All I know is that this is not it. 


THE URCON III CON REPORT 


The same morning I got the bad news about my job no-go, I decided I just 
had to get out of town. I had been contemplating for a week or two, but 
this bad news forced it. Now Rochester is a bit far, but I had spent 

8 years growing up there, and hadn't seen it in six, so I thought I could 
get in a little nostalgia to help me figure out where I was going in life 
by reminding me of where I had been. I even decided to go a little ex- 
pensive and rented a car to ease the logistics once I got there. I con- 
tacted my travel agent, dear Gwen, for my airplane tickets and called Alice 
Insley to confirm crash space. Enough of the lead-up-to. What happened 
when I got there? Well, I left LA just after midnight Friday morning 

and arrived at Monroe County Airport at about 10 am, after stops in 
Chicago and Buffalo. Got my car and headed over to the convention site 
at the nearby University of Rochester campus commons building. Actually 
most things are nearby, as Rochester only has 350,000 people in a county 
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of 800,000. Found out registration wasn't going to open until the after- 
noon. This left me plently of time to head over to Penfield and my old 
high school. It is somewhat embarassing to have to use a map to get 
around. What I first noticed when I got to Rochester was how green and 
lush every thing seemed. After over a year in SouthernCalifornia, I had 
forgotten wnat foliage meant. Too bad the roads were just as patched 
and potholed as I remembered them to be. As I pulled into the parking 
lot of my alma mater, the waves of nostalgia just pounded against my 
feelings. I looked up some of more former teachers, and many of them 
even remembered me, In a school of 1800 this is something to be proud of. 
The students didn't look much different than those I have seen here in 
lotus land qg§ I drive to work. Being mistaken by some as a teacher was 
a bit of a shock, though. As for the convention itself, it had an 
attendance of nearly 1000, but between the large number of wargamers 

and local students, there was only a sprinkling of "fans". Isaac Asimov 
and Mike Jittlov were the guest of honors, and the small attendance at 
many of the events meant they were more accessible than usual. The con- 
vention parties, as could be expected, were limited to a large, overly- 
heated room in the psych building and a room in the motelseveral blocks. 
Instead. I spent most of my time with my hosts and former housemates, 
Mike and Alice, as well as other Rochesterians Jeff and Carol, John Hall 
and Bob Halloran. Also saw a lot of Phil Foglio and Roxanne Meida from 
New York, and Jerry Corrigan, Jeff Sekiya Rolf Wilson and Greg Ruffa. 
Both Phil and Roxanne were somewhat under the weather, Phil suffering 
from Friday night's Chinese food. It was very nice talking to such 
close friends at length for once. I almost forgot Al Duester and Ozzie 
Osband also made it. At one point,to liven up things, I proved that my 
cap was a serviceable frisbee. Even the rain couldn't dampen my spirits, 
as I was determined to have something resembling a good time. As I flew 
back Monday morning. I decided that it had been worth it, but I shouldn't 
have to travel as far to enjoy myself. 


TEE great WEIGHT-OFF 


I have been amazed by the tremendous weight losses racked up in the past 
months by Rolf Wilson and Doug Van Dorn. It has also made me reassess 
my own state of trimness. Though many would not consider me overweight, 
I am not the most in-shape guy around, which my currently sedentary job 
doesn't help in the least. It wasn't just a problem of muscle tone, but 
there was just a bit too much of me. If I'm not thin now, I won't get 
better as I age. As luck would have it, the subject of diets came up 
over a luncheon just before Labor Day. Four of us each affirmed that we 
needed to lose a little and decided to put some money on it to give us 
some impetus. The bet was to be who could lose ten pounds first, and 
then keep it off for a week. I got off to a slow start, discovering the 
joys of Dezerta and celery. Fortunately the two leaders started to 

lose their drive and actually began to gain it back. After three and a 
half weeks, with an indulgent Urcon in the middle, I had lost the re- 
quisite amount and this past Friday had lost even more, and won the bet. 
I also started an exercise class offered by the local adult ed program. 
So I am down to, for me, the unheard-of weight of 150 lbs! Of course 
there are drawbacks, such as jeans that look like they were made by 
Saggio Too-loosie. No change in my love lifehas occured. I do feel 
thinner, though. Maintaining it is a whole 'nother problem. 
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THIS OR THAT? 


I have been disturbed recently by a developing trend in pop psychology, 
at least that of the liberal type, as opposed to the George Gilder of 
male dominance, to see various behaviors in pairs of good/bad. For in- 
stance consider the table below: 


| GOOD | BAD 

Feminine (traits) Masculine (traits) 
Right brain Left Brain 
Feeling Reason 

Non-linear thinking Linear thinking 
Art Science 

Non-verbal Verbal 


Perhaps I am mostly bothered because many of my personality traits are 
labelled bad. Eut still, thinking that sees things in this paradigm 
does have itsflaws. The right brain is desired because it is suppvosedly © 
the seat of creativity, of the "flash of inspiration" so celebrated in 
some texts. A random number generator is also creative. It takes clear 
and sharp, logical thought to make any use of creativity. The ability 
of the right brain to see things as a whole, or ina "holistic" manner 
is pretty useless unless the information taken in is analyzed or pro- 
cessed in some manner. A camera takes "holistic" visual pictures, too. 
Logical thinking and reason are what bring understanding of the natural | 
world, for without them we would just sit there enjoying the scenery 
while starving to death. Sensitivities and non-verbal communication 
should be used as another way to gather information, not as a replace- 
ment for rational thought. 


SCIENTISTS GET LOTS OF RESPECT, BUT LITTLE EGOBOO 


My searching for a new lifestyle has led me to do a lot of pondering 
about my chosen line of endeavor, which is. science. Science is such an 
odd activity. Instead of doing: something for someone else, or at least 
to please them, most science is conducted for some vague sense of the 
"common good", Science is totally different from art, literature, music, 
and sports because it is not at all easily accessible to the non-spe- 
cialist. It must be translated and condensed so as to be understood by 
the public, who only support it because someone told them its important 
for some reason. Many children decide to go into science because doing 
so gets them approving nods from the powers that be, including parents, 
teachers, and other adults, which can somewhat replace peer acceptance 
they often do not have. But this disconnects them from the ebb and flow 
of peer group needs and belonging. They find that as they get older, 
theyfall into the whole "noble pursuit" trap. All they ever get from 
those outside their ridicuously small circles of fellow pursuers of 
knowledge is a sense of separateness, vague respect and occasional awe. 
Many try to avoid admitting what they do to escape being put at a dis- 
tance by others. There is never the possibility of a cheering section, 
of personal thank yous for services rendered, of egoboo. So why do it? 
Perhaps it is because it is very challenging work, and the mind loves 
problems to solve. The thought of wresting secrets from a recalcitrant 
natural world is appealing. For me personally, although I am very good 
at what I do in math and science, I am only a dabbler in the arts. I 
lack the patience, I fear, to ever be an artist, musician or writer. 
Reading a quantum mechanincs text is easier, believe it or not. But 
very few people care to, and even fewer can, dabble in the world of sci- 
ence successfully. This saddens me. 
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But enough of this nattering on. It's just so nice to ramble on in some 
other language than the engineerese I must put out at work. Be warned 
that I am capable of providing several hours of boring wit on numerous 
topics at the drop of a hat or eyebrow. To reward those who have made 
it this far through my zine, I will give my. 


MAILING COMMENTS 
Cover - Quite a nice graphic using one of Bill Higgin's models. 


R. BE. Smith - Actually a major use of high energy lasers (HELs) is to 
knock out, or in military parlance to negate, visual sen- 
sors like TV cameras and infrared imagers. They do this 
by destroying the optics through crazing their surfaces 
or in some cases fracturing them through rapid heating. 
Only if the beam is pointed directly down the optics can 
the detecting elements be attacked. I try to concentrate 
on being merely indestructable. Growing up as one of the 
smallest kids my age meant I needed a high constitution 
if I was to play contact sports and survive. Nuclei in 
a matrix with an electron cloud is a crystal! Lithium 
hydride is essentially this, with two electrons about each 
lithium nucleus and two in shared orbitals. For higher 
densities, you need some force which overcomes the elec- 
tromagnetic repulsion. The high school in Lakewood, Ohio 
a suburb of 70,000, even has a planetarium. I am not 
about to ponder the physics of your space drive. 


Jamie - I enjoyed my few runins with Runoff while using an old PDP-10 
in the University of Illinois Phyiscs Department. A VAX/780 
is taking shape a hallway or two from my offics at hughes, but 
it only has a few terminals and two dial-up lines and no Diablo. 
Also they are threatening to move my department over to prt 
_ gAtdyef a trailer, which would make its use less convenient. I 
am glad to see someone at DEC has a sense of humor. 


Valli - Congratulations on the new job!!! Knock 'em dead! Just try 
not to get too disillusioned too quickly. Pe ct Jamie I al- 
ways read your zines, but then I also read almost anything with- 
in reach. Sounds like you had an interesting trip. My future 
remains unclear as usual. 


(I just stepped out to make a midnight food run. Along the way I was 
pulled over by members of the local constabulary. They were looking 
for someone in connection with a liquor occurence. I may appear like 
many things, but I didn't think a criminal was one of them.) 


Gretchen - Congratualtions on your new position!!! I hope your tele- 
phone answering style is better than mine. In my job, the 
only calls I get is people bothering me for data or telling 
me to do something. I don't even use hello anymore. Glad 
you like "Raiders". Sorry I missed the berserker, as I might 
have been encouraged to add my own humble strummings. Yes, 
petrified is the proper term for three-piece suits. I refuse 
to wear one because I don't like being identified only as a 


abn, 
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Gretchen - man of power and money, which is its current function. I get 
(ent'd) respect through my actions and intelligence, or at least try 


to. I prefer to attract people by my personality dyid séx 
d¢ppedY, not my apparent wealth. I dunno. Wool blazers and 
georgette blouses appear very nice on a women, to me at least. 
As one who is shy but gregarious, I can tell you that shy men 
get even less attention. One problem with the current stage 
of women's liberation is that both aggressive and passive 
women can be socially successful, while only aggressive men 
are, unless the male/female ratio:is terribly skewed in”. 
their favor. The best approach is insinuating yourself into 
a general conversation by some appropriate remark. Indirect 
methods are best, and safest. I have an old MSU acquaintance, 
Stu Stinson, who was a Villiers freak, and used to go around 
"thurb"ing to himself. 


Doug - I sorta like "Deteriorata". Of course, I never claimed to have 


Dick - 


good taste in humor, only a bit offbeat. My favorite line is "A 
walk through the ocean of most souls would scarce get your feet 
wet ..." I could probably get"into" mountains, but haven't 
really experienced them. Hope Pike's Peak was fun. The way 
things are going, it may be Windycon until the second launch! 


So you have now mastered Computer Output Ditto(Sorry about the 
pun, but I just couldn't pass it up). And now a fabled Gestet- 
ner to boot. The publishing empire expandeth. Too bad about 
your car being stolen and stripped. Isn't nice how Watergate 

has already disillusioned us about the criminal justice system, 
so we don't have any false hopes when we go to court? Why should 
I go to Chicago to see Los Angelenos? 


Donna - So you have finally made the big move. It is certainly differ- 


Greg - 


ent than what I did at age eighteen. Nice seeing you and Tullio 
at Westercon and all. I hope the car got a decent burial. You, 
like many of us, will probably always be amazed at how forgiving 
and adaptable our parent can be at times. We just have to re- 
member that they are people, too, with their own minds full of 
doubt and uncertainty. 


Another zine full of intriguing speculative calculations. Don't 
worry, at least one person (me) can usually follow through all — 
the math. Glad I was able to see you at Urcon. I t would be 
nice if Western Onion was sending you out to LA, but from what 
you told me recently I guess that has been scrubbed. So how does 
it feel to be a highly-paid brain on ice? Something must be 
wrong with me. I picked up one of my quantum texts and read the 
first chapter and enjoyed it immensely. I must still be a phy- 
sics freak, I guess. 


Guy - Well, I don't have access to CP/M, Glad to here from you again. 
My family has a cabin outside Gaylord, but I haven't been there 


in far too long. Might prove an interesting berserker site, 


though. Enjoy your senior year and happy job hunting. 
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Jeffrey - So now every former resident of Chusfa House has contributed 
to this apa. I saw a piece recently that some companies are 
having problems with uppity programmers who refuse to work for 
them unless the company provides a Unix operating system on — 
its software development computers! Try reading the multi- — 
page advertisement by the State of Illinois in a recent Sci- 
entific American pushing the same high-tech dream. 


Marty - You haven't seen ridiculous until you discover that my puny one- 
bedroom apartment in LA and Mike and Alice's two-bedroom with | 
nearly four times the floor space in Rochester go for similar 
rents. Disgusting! So when am I going to get a copy of Runic, 

_ huh? As for the slinkdown, I wasn't at Worldcon. In any event 
most male costumes tend to be horribly expensive, involving 
coats, vests, hats, boots and the like all tailored to fit as 
opposed to the simple one-piece clinging sheath of synthetic. 
As for three-piece suits see my ct Gretchen. . 


Renee - Such a grand tale of the Great Isher Westercon Expedition. You 
will probably be unhappy to know that the reason Mono Lake is 
so salty is due to its continued depletion by states like Cali- 
fornia grabbing more and more water from the Colorado River. I 
found the hotel on the first pass, but then I am a resident of 
this state. As for the woman who caused such a stir at Wester- 
con, I have been able to glean a fair amount of background info. 
Of course research is one of my fortes. Her name is Cynthia Geno 
and her "escort"'s name is Rick Payatt. For the curious, I got 
this from a picture in LOCUS (If you must know, page 17 of the 
August 1981 isuue) A chance conversation with Jann Howard Finder 
at Urcon III (I do get around) revealed that she was from Ithaca, 
New York, age about 17, and he was a year or two younger. Ac- 
tually it was the garage which accepted $35 in Travelers Cheques. 
I paid the $40 fine by mail. The problem was that that area — 
was only no parking during the afternoon ruch hours. Actually 
East St. Louis across the river in Illinois is even more run- — 
down. 


Rolf - Congratulations on the new job (I'm doing a lot of that this | 

issue). Fill me in on how easy/hard a Comtal is to program, as 
I may have to use one next year at my job, that is if I haven't 
extricated myself by then. Nice to see you at Urcon. Did you 
enjoy watching me slip and slide while we played frisbee? Did 
Eotel California manage to finish the eight gallons of no-pre- 
servative apple cider you brought back from Rochester before it 
got too "hard"? 


THE END OF THE NATTER 


My exciting travel schedule places me probably at Windycon in mid-Decem- 
ber and then a week or so with my parents and family in Flint over 
Christmas. Perhaps then I will junk-it to Chitown and thence to Isher 
Con for New Year's. After that I don't know, mayhaps Capricon. Of 
course if all goes as planned I may have moved before the holidays. 
That's all for this installment in the exciting saga of ... 


Geant? 


